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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Farther Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Tuni 


Parr 5. 


No.1. 
Sir Clare Ford to the Eorl of Rosrbery.—(Received January 7, 1893.) 


(No. 392.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 81, 1802. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from’ Consul- 
General Moore respecting the steps lately taken by ‘Nurkey for the delimitation of the 
‘Tripoli-Tunis frontier. 

‘Your Lordship will observe that loore's opinion, the settlement of this 
question will prove of advantage to French interests, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure in No. 1. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir Clare Ford. 


Tripoli, December 19, 1802, 

my Ttalian colleague called upon me, and told me, confidentially, 

that at an interview ho had yesterday with the Governor-General, Ahmed Rassimn 

Pasha made an important, communies Tt was to the effect that in conse 

uence of onlers received from Cons 7 

viting him to is ry 

Province of Tripoli and Tunisia by means of a Special Joint Commission, 

to be composed of Ottoman and Tunisian Commissioners. Ahmed Rassim Pasha added 

that the Ottoman De be selected by himself from among the Officers of 

the Staff of the Tripoli Army Division. Probably, in consequence of tho recent death 
of the French Resident-General in Tunis, no answer had yet been received. 

It is somewhat remarkable that ‘the Vali should have voluntecret such a 
communication to the Italian Agent; the explanation, probably, is the hope that 
something may be done to hinder the accomplishment’ of the project, of which the 
Pasha did not seem to approve. 

ML. Grande is impressed with the importance of this intelligence, and thinks the 
action of the Porte implics « recognition by Turkey of the French Proeatorte of 
Tunis, the Bey not being now a free agent, and that the projected rectification ix 
intenied to have a boaring on the eventual determination of the Linterland of Algeria 
claimod, or to be claimed, by the French. 

It can hardly be doubted that the real Commissioners on the Tunisian side will be 
the French officers, who, it may be taken for granted, will be attached to the native 
Delegates, and that the delimitation will be to the advantage of France. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) (OEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


[412] B 
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No.2. 
‘The Marquis of Dufferin to the Earl of Rosebery —(Received January 24.) 


0. 
y ‘on, Paris, January 22, 1893, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a report from 
Mr. Phipps on the proceedings in the Chambers relating to the present situation in 


‘Tunis. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN axp AVA. 


—— 
Tnelosure in No. 


Mr. Phipps to the Marquis of Dufferin. 


My Lord, Paris, Jenvary 22, 1893, 
DURING the discussion of the Foreign Office budget a violent attack was made 
by M. Hubbard against the French policy in Tunis, which be declared consisted in 
merely paying the arrears and interest of the Tunisian Debt and in placing French 
subjects on the samo footing as those of other countries 

‘What he tormed a * Beytical”” policy had erept in—even the coinage bore the 
effigy of the Bey and the stamps were Tunisian, ‘The olor but ore the 
‘Tunisian emblems; all Concessions and public works we: igners to such 
‘an extent that M. Leroy Beaulicu had declared “ La ‘Tunisie est une sorte de Communal 
Européen.” The liberties accorded in France were not extended to Tunis; in twelve 
years only 9 kilom. of railways had beon mado; he desired the policy of the Resi- 
Jeney to be dirveted in a sense more firmly and energetically Frene 

MM. Ribot defended the policy of the Inte M. Massicault and declared that the 
work undertaken by France in ‘Tunis had more “or suppleness, power, and 


Tecundity”” than any sho had as yet executed, and was the admiration of Hurope. A 


few years ago there were 200 or 800 Frenchmen in Tunis, now there were over 10,000. 
‘Taxes had been reduced to almost nothing; the imports and exports ench amounted to 
about 2,000,001, Whilst guaranteeing the interest of the debt credit had been 
improved, and the last jon had produced 400,000 appli to public works. 
‘Tho sums devoted to public instruction “ had quintupled ;” the postal circulation had 
Inoreased 120 per cent. ‘The piastre had been abolished and a monetary system similar 
to the French introduced. ‘The Budyet receipts had doubled in a fow years 

Finally, as to Bizerta, lot an inquiry be made in Italy what was thought there of 
the great work undertaken ? These objects would be pursued ; France wished to cause 

WHictude to none; but strong in her rights she wished to devote her efforts to a work 
of utility and grandeur. F 

M. Hubbard, believing that he had achieved his object by the attention he had 
called to the subject, withdrew his motion. 

Lhave, &. 


(Signed) B. ©, H. PHIPPS. 





No. 3. 
Lord Vivian to the Barl of Rosebery—(Received January 31.) 


ee Confidential.) 
lixtmact) Rome, January 27, 1893. 
‘wi ‘on the subject of Bizerta used by Mf. Ribot in his specch in the 
French Chamber defending the policy of his Government in Tunis, in which he boasted 
of tho importance of the works in there, and of the determination of the 
French Government to complete them without any care for the susceptibilities of 
Italy, which he took credit for dis , has caused. great annoyance as well 
as emo apprehension here. Signor Brin tells me that if the interpellation on this 
uestion, which he has hitherto succeeded in averting, should now be brought on, 
JE Ritot’s boastful and defiant language towards Italy rendered it almost impossible 
for him to give the reassuring answer to the interpellation which he had intended 
to make. 





3 
No. 4. 


Leord Vivian to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 20.) 


Sue Rome, February 8, 1893. 


QUESTIONS were put in the Chamber of Deputies the day before yesterday by 
General dal Vere, who was for some time Chief of the Staff of the Corps d'Armée 
of Sicily, and two other Deputies, regarding the intentions of the Government with 
respect to the defence of Sicily in view of the transformation of Bizerta into a military 

port, which General dal Verme described as a danger, not only to Sicily a 
Santinia, but 0 the coasts of the M nean and Adriatic, far more formidable in 
respect to its strategic position than Toulon, and against which it was nocessary 
to gual to prevent being taken by surprise 

‘The answers of the Ministers ot War and Marine, who both said that, the 
‘question in its political aspect was too delicate for public discussion, turned exclusively 
on technical details of the works executed and in process of execution for the defonee 
of Sicily, and on the other measures of defence which could be adopted, such as the 
strengthening of the Italian lect. 

I inclose a summary by Colonel Slade of the discussion, 

Signor Brin told me that he had purposely kept away from the Houso, and loft 
the question to be discussed from a technical point of view, as ho felt that after 
M. Kibot’s recent language i ‘rench Chamber, in which he had pointed with 
satisfaction to the appreh itizorta had ereated in Italy as a 
proof of their importance, he could not conscientiously give » reassu 
{2 the question, while he wished to avoid saying anything that might 

ance. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) VIVIAN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 4 


Colonel Slade to Lord Vivian, 


My Lord, Rome, February 24, 1898, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excellency's information, a summary 
a of a debate which took place in the Italian House of Deputies on the 
6th instant, with reference to the fortit g of Bizerta. 

T bog also to inclose a copy of General dal Verme’s specch, and the Minister of 
‘War's reply, which has been printed for private circulation. 

‘Tho opportuneness of raising this delicate question at the present moment was 
‘warmly discussed, and several of Genera dal Vormu’s most intimate friends endeavoured 
to dissuade him from raising the subject, but without effect. 

; ‘The result of the debate will be with the exception that tera be made 
of mounting 15-cm. on railway trucks sufficiently strong to e1 lo them to be 
fel eats 4 ed 

T shall endeavour to obtain the result of these experiments as soon as they have 
been carried out. 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) JOHN RAMSAY SLAD! 


Inclosure 2 in No. 4. 


‘Summary of « Debate in the Italian House of Deputies on the 6th February, 1893, on the 
question of the Fortified Port of Bizerta, 


MAJOR-GENERAL DAL VERME opened the debato with the following 


a 
"As it is known that the Fronch Government are actually carrying on vory 
important works in the Regency of Tunis, with the admitted purpose of ‘transforming 
the Bizerta Lake, which is connected with the Mediterranean by a canal, into & 
military naval station, it is desirable that the Gorerument should inform the House 
what they intend doing to protect the Sicilian coast against an offensive attack” 





) PT | 





Without to ‘on questions of international right, Geveral dal Verme simply 
ted out the fact that » military naval natin in that special position, 

narrowest ‘Mediterranean, greatest strategic importance. 

‘No Italy fortified Bizerta will always be a danger, a constant menace. 

‘Toulon, ns far as to the eventuality of troops bing embarked to land on the 
Italian coast, does not represent a danger; but not so with Bizerta. Here not only is 
it possible, but it is very probable, 

‘The Government should be unremitting in their vigilance 
‘accept and Believe the assertion made that the works in course of construction are 
intended for commercial purposes only. 

"he character of the works, and the fortifications which surround them, entirely 
put this theory aside. 

‘eis true that Ttaly has no intention to attack any one, but she is bound to be 
prepared to defend herself against any possible offensive movement, 

Fortifications might be erected at facing Africa at that point, but two 
objections exist to such a course, one o! character, and the’ other of 
retaliation, which would certainly be a bad policy. ‘The solution of the problem should 
in preference be sought on political grounds. 

‘Other questions, of an identical nature, of more or less importance exist ; should 
all these form the subject of negotiations, a satisfactory arrangement might settle the 
Bizerta question as well. 

Independent of the political course, the protection of Sicily against « sudden 
invasion should be undertaken by the Government by preparing a suitable embarka- 
tion post at Villa 8. Giovanni on the Calabrian coast, xo as to insure the com. 
munications between the continent and the island being’secured. ‘The cost of such 

2,000). 
‘and routes and railways leading to Messina should be 
forks kept in good order, and barracks, stores, and hospitals 
built in tho town of Messina. 

‘Tho construction of the railway round Etna fitted with the narrow gauge is 
‘a matter of regret, and the Government is to be blamed for having missed the 
‘opportunity of securing the ordinary gauge. 

‘General dal Verme then asked the Government what they meant to do in the 
matter, and begged to bo informed, wh purposed to make wse of the 
seaside railway lines as a means of defence by running artillery armoured trains. 

‘After having completed these, and other works, we may quictly wait for future 
‘events, and put our trust in the valour of the army and the navy, as well as in the 
Hgl-rpirited patriotisin of the population of Sicily, of which #o many splendid 
instances could be quoted. 

Deputy Nasi followed by arguing that the fortifying of Bizerta did not only 
represent a military, but also, nnd chiefly, a political question. 

‘Tho French press tried ‘at first to call Bizerta a commercial port, but when the 
true character of the works in course of construction eould no longer be questioned, 

‘then said they were only for defensive purposes. 

It is rather too good, if true, that no importauec is attached to the Bizerta 
fostifications, on the assumption that in case of war France will have to concentrate 
her forces on the Rhine. 

In the event of war the decisive battles will be foagist at sea, and for that reason 
the destinies of Italy will not be dependent on the issues of the war at the foot of the 
Alps. 

7 poputy Nasi further stated that he had no gfeat faith in diplomacy ; but, at the 
same tine something might have been hinted as regards Tunis when the Triple 
‘Alliance was renewed ; nor did he believe that Italy's interests would be protooted by 
the intervention of England. 

Tt is thus clear that the coast of Sicily, and especially the western coast, should 
bo strongly protected by fortifications. 

ME. Colajanni held that there was no immediate danger of the war breaking out 


at present, but he was agreed in the threatening character of the fortifications at 
Diserta, He was of opinion that the construction of fortresses or similar works in the 
island would not afford as efficient protection as an increase of our naval strength 
‘Ticutenant-General Pelloux, the Minister of War, in replying, stated: “The 
aystem of a country’s defence should be based on the criterium formed of guanding 
‘against all possible eventualities which might possibly oceur. 





“The problem of the defenco of Italy has been the subject of long study 
Committee, De elinhael oieal Mae eeee es 
“The ideas and plans drawn and expressed in the full Report of the said Committee 
have been partially carried into practice as to that which affected the defenco of Sicily. 
“Since that time and up to the present nothing has occurred, and no event is in 
ospect likely to sugget the advisability of changing the plan then adopted, and for 
Teson T am moro ready to approve General dal Yerno’s views rather than the 
sgsestions of the Honourable Nas 
T foel, however, disposed to assert that the works of defence already completed, 
fee ta ccteeaptations in Hibly arg elicdout to prevent ts poor ating st alarae 
Body of troops. 
“T will certainly not fail to carefully watch and push forward the constructi 
public works of military nature. Bat ats brags" 
“The question of artillery armoured trains on railway lines is a difficult and a 
complicate one, bat experiments on ject will be carried out, 
¢ Government are particularly anxious that the country should nover be fo 
Ceara Iartiulaly anx wuntry should never be found 
-Admiral acchia, the Minister of Marine, stated thi y agreodl in th 
acout ceAdminal Recchi, the Minster of Marin, that he fully agreod in the 
“The eventualities of a war may be calmly considered when the fo 
‘Messina Channel and the high state of efficiency of tho navy are taken into account, 
and even more so when the navy shall have attained the strength which the Govern: 
ment aim at and to obain such hope the approval of Parliament will not be found 
ing of theso armaments. I beliove those of Taranto as being absolutely eflici 
to secure the dfence of Southern Tualy” ne Ss 
In conclusion, the Minister stated that in preference to tho consteuction of 
fortremes ho would profes an aldition being made to the strength of the navy. : 
‘Tho Ministerial explanations, which were carefully word the whole 
favourably accepted by the House, hut tho aforesaid threo Members wero not entirely 
satisfied, and insisted that the fortifying of Bizerta was a great danger to Italy. 
(Signed) "JOHN RAMSAY SLADE, Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 





No, 5. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Barl of Rosebery.—(Receiced March 7.) 


(80,5. Confidential) 

ly Lord, n bruary 27, 1803. 
T HAVE the honour to inform your Lontship that Major Rebillet, a French Staff 
Officer, has left here for the south of the Regeney, accompanied by Sid Allals Djo 

late Governor of Beja. Major Rebillet command fronti 

of Medeni and Larzis, from whence hi 


Gaining over the independent and turbulent tribes of the Werghamma districts, who 
are now transformed into peaceful and loyal subjects of the het rege 

‘Sid Allala Djouiny is an officer high in favour with the Tunisian Government, 
and is the son of a General employed formerly by the Bey for the collecting of taxes 
and the suppression of revolts, which were of frequent occurrence in those regions. 
He will therefore be of consiicrable service to Major Iebillet during his mission, 
which is undoubtedly in connection with the demarcation of the‘ 
frontier. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) -R. DRUMMOND TAY. 








No, 6. 
Conrul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery—(Received March 7.) 


Sy io Tete Dares 1 Lill 
i to my despatch No. 5 of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour 
transit to yous Lordship Terewith an extract from tho * Tunisienne” of & 
talogram ftom ‘Tripoli, reporting that “in consequence of the raids that have 
rently oecursed on ‘the frontiers of Tunis and ‘Tripoli the Porte as come to an 
ted tavding with tho Tunisian Government to take the necessary measures for 
delimitation of the frontiers.” 


bo, 
(que R, DRUMMOND HAY. 


P.8—My despatch No. 5 of tho 27th February was sent by Italian post, and 
will therefore arrive a day Inter than this. arg 


Inclosure in No. 6. 


Extract from La Dépéche Tunisienne" of March 1, 1893. 


imitation de Frontiéres. , 
ee Trip, 28 Feerie. 
des razrias qui ont lieu fréquemment sur les frontitres Tunisienne et 
spattatnn a ees vest rilsc Waccord ayeo le Gouvernement Tunisien pour faire 
opérer Ia délimitation de ces frontiéres. 





No.7. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—{Reevived March 9.) 


Ree Commercial.) ‘Tunis, March 3, 1893. 


v i imo, T have 
IH. reference to my despatch No. 5, Commercial, of the 20th ultim 
the ee to inform your Lordship i, te aesing che “se Gm 
is in close proximity to Bizerta, hat Mr, Bourke, 0 
ipa Moports that the cable could be at any moment connected with the Jan he 
mention these facts to your Lordship, ns when T made inquiries in Tunis on th 
subject, the Director of Telegraphs assured ime that the cable was laid from Marseilles 
Ft ect ered that the eable-ship “Calabria” only entered Bizerta Harbour on 


account of stress of weather. ee 


(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No.8. 
‘The Earl of Rosebery to Sir. C. Ford.* 
Siegnphic) _P. ign Office, March 12, 1898. 
Me. sk Vice Consul at Gabes has informed Her Majesty's Consul-General at 


‘Tunis ‘being made by the native Commissioner, who has been 
a by tos Goreexmect Gf Tunis to delimitate the frontier, to bribe Tripoli 
Tiber and thir otal. 


© Also to Lond Vivian (So. 15). 


7 


No. 9, 
Consul-General Drummond Hey to the Earl of Rosebery —(Received March 13.) 


Tunis, March 7, 1898. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 6 of the Ist instant, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith a cutting from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” of the 
7th instant relating tothe delimitation ofthe Tunis‘Tripol frontiers, 
We, Ke. 
(Signed) KR. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Tnclosure in No. 9, 


Extract from “La Dépéche Tunisienne” of March 7, 1893. 


La Déaturrarrox pes Proxrrines Toxrsrexxes—On a vu, par une dépdche de 
‘Tripoli, que le Gouverneur-Général de la Tripolitaine avait désigné des Commissaires 
chargés de procéder, avec des Représentants de la France et de la Tunisie, \ la 
reconnaissance de In frontidre commune & la Tunisie ot & la Tripolitaine, 

‘Voici quelques renseignements & co sujet: 

Depuis W’établiscement du Protectorat Francais en Tunisie, des contestations 
sétaient Glevées entrs les autorités Turques et Frangaises relativement A la limite dex 
territoires cais. Cot état de choses était la source de conflits—sans grande 
importance dailleurs—surtout depuis la soumission des dornidres tribus Tunisiennes 


Dn poste Francais a 66 onéé au sud do Gabe, & MGdonino, ot son Commandant 
sur les populations Tunisiennes établics sur les frontidres, 

jets Franco-Tunisiens dgputaient souvent aux populations soumioes au 

‘Tures les texritoires de parcours et de piiturages situés entre I'Oued-ol-Hania ot 'Oued 

Me 

ars iatewmnt 2 cos disputes était rendu délicat par Vabsence do fronti¢re officielle, 
Jes Tures revendiquant comme limite ’'Oued-el-Hania, alors quo In France produit. des 

documents prouvant quo c'est 'Oued-Mogta qui était la limite sud-est de In Tunisie, 

Depuis pris de dix ans, ces difficultés restaient insolubles, quand lo Gouvernement 
‘Ture proposa, pour mettre fin aux luttes des populations f 
bondjs fortifiés. Le Gouvernement Frangais accepta. ces pro} 

ue fa construction de cea fortins devait étve subordonnde & la ddlinitation dala 
tidre, 

La question fut examinée A Constantinople par M. Cambon, notre Ambassadeur, 
et par le Gouvernement Ottoman, Et c'est & In suite de cotte étude que fut décidée ln 
constitution des Commissions de Délimitation. 

La Commission Franco-Tunisionno se compose d'un Caid Tun - 
dant Billet, ancion Commandant du pote Médenin, atuelloment Chet d'Btat-Majoe 
de la brigade d’occupation. Les Commissaires n'auront A procéder qu’a la délimitation 
de Is frontidre, dans Ja plaine qui s’étend entre la Méditerranée et lo plateau monta- 


jeux, haut de 600 & 800 mires, qui suit In cdte, A 120 kilom. environ dans 
‘intéricur, 





No, 10. 
Conrul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.-—(Received March 13.) 


0. 9.) 

Lont, ‘Tunis, March 7, 1893. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 32 of the 24th May, 1892, relating to the 
case of British subjects dismissed from employment as tobacoonists, and to Sir Philip 
Curric’s despatch No, § of the ni of the following month, directing mo to endeavour 
to come toan arrangement with ML. Massicault upon the lines I suggested, but to 
accept smaller compensation, if by so doing I could effect an immediate settlement, 
and obviata the necessity for fu representations to the French Government, I 
have the honour to inform your Lordship, that owing to the prolonged absence of the 








Jato M. Massicault a the summer of last year, terminating with his fatal 
illness, the matter in abeyance. 

‘During my visit of inspection to Susa and Sfax last January, deputations repre- 
senting the British communities at each port begged me to bear in mind the claims of 
the tobacconists, and to obtain if possible adequate redress for their grievances. 

T took an opportunity of bringing the question under the notice of M. Rouvier 
efoto ‘he left for Paris, and of informing him that M, Massicoalt had made me a 
‘verbal offer to compensate those persons who were reduced to necessitous cireum~ 
stances by loss of employment, but that we had been unable to proceed further with 
the case, as the reports of the Tunisian Government officials and the British Vice- 
Consuls were at variance, the former having assured the Resident that among the 
seventeen tobacconists, only three were in need of assistance. M. Rouvier remarked 
that if the number of claimants were not so large the solution of the question would 
‘be greatly simplified. 

T replied that no formal claim had been hitherto advanced for an indemnity, but I 
trusted that he would provail upon the ‘Tunisian Government to afford relief to those 
British subjects who are sufferers by loss of employment. 

‘M. Rouvier made a note of my remarks, and said that he would consider the 


matter. 
T have, &e. 


(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 





No. 11. 
Sir C. Ford to the Earl of Rosebery—(Received Moreh 17.) 


Constantinople, March 6, 1893. 
to transmit copy of a despatch I have received from Consul- 
ing the appointment of the Ottoman members of the Joint 


he delimitation of the fronti 


to the Ottoman Commi 
of the Commission ax much as possible. 
as Mr. Moore, that the boundary which 
part of this century would be taken by the Ottoman a 
sent negotiations. His Excellency further told me that the Italian Consul-General 


AP Tripoli had telogeaphed to him that it, was rumoured that the Tunisians had occu 
pied Marsabregha, but that no confirmation had as yet been received of this news 

alto beg leave to. inclose some interesting notes with which Colonel Chermside 
has furnished me on the subject of tho Turco-Tunisian frontiors. I am afraid it will 
be difficult to obtain here any account or detailed information as to the line which the 
Ottoman Government may claim, as they are—and my Italian colleague has also 
experienced it—extremely reticent on the mnatter. 

If the Tunisian Commissioners claim the line of the French Staff Map, and if 
the Ottoman Commissioners, as is supposed, take, their bade he line running from 
El Biban to near El Mehrotta, it will be difficult for the Joint Commission to arrive at 
‘an arrangement unless ono side or the other makes considerable concessions. 

Colonel Chermside has informed me verbally that a French unofiicial account, 
which was published in the “Temps” of the 21st February, states that the Ottoman 
proposed lino is the Wady-cl-Hania, such as is given atove; but that the French 
 tention is for the Wady Mogta line, in support of which it is said that the Govern- 
ment has documentary evidence. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) FRANOIS CLARE FORD. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 11. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir C, Ford, 


Sir, Tripol, February 

ADYERTING to my despatch of tho 10th December £808, 1 burg ths Hcpur 
to report ‘o your Excellency that tho Bey of Tunis a i Pee an to the 
‘of th Governur-General of Til for the definition of the boundary bulrene, 
Province of Tripoli and Tunisia by a Joint Tarco-Tunisian Commission, inasmuch 
as Almed Rassim Pasha has appointed the Ottoman members of this Commission : 
they are Mohammed Ben Moustafa, member of the Administrative Council of the 
Proving learned notable of Tripoli; Ritat Bey, Liutenant-Colonel of Bngineers 
‘on the staff of the Tripoli Division ; and Ahmed Eifendi, Clerk of the abovo-mentioned 
g Me seil, _ Scer . The Governor of the Gebel, in whose district the boundary is 
tuated, is to join the Commission on the spot, accompanied by Ben Zikri Effendi, a 

‘ati notable, who is sid to poses: mach local knowledge ted infomation 
sini ere eave Tripoli for the seene of thei labour in a fow 

_ _Lunderstand that the Bey of Tunis, on his side, has appointed nati 
perl dag 8 to capacity rt thine moot thelr ones 
Whether any French officers have been joined to 
4 most probable, not to say eerain, Thave not been ablo ib camera ay, 
oo gee emg Rint at Siege has reported to you on this point, ‘f 
informed that carly in the century s written Cor ition, or 
gneluded between the then Bey of Tunis, Hammonda Pasha, and tht soot tndepene 
se dorsi ed beens Ges ’asha Caramanii, fixing the boundary between the two 
soya tha this Convention i tobe taken an the bas of he nogtntions now 
Thave, &e. 


(Signed) "NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


P.S.—I havo just learnt from my Ital 
appa are jt tern fom my Taian colleague that a Prench ofc has been 


Inclosure 2 in No, 11. 
Extracts from Colonel Chermside’s Notes, 1889-08, ro Tripoli-Tunis Frontier. 


emo. No. 4) Tri 5, 
4 » ‘poli, March 6, 1898. 
"THE, frontier shown in the Military Intelligence Department Map fe eonied fro 
the French Staff Map, and appears to coincide with that actually held. "Thig tronter 
4s shown on the Prench Map of Tunis, pric 1 fr. 60, per sheet. 
in consequence of frontier incursions and incidents, corresponden 
sachanged between Turkey and other Powers carly, T think, in 1801; in this Tuskoy 
Iaid claim to a ling running from near Dwerat W.8.W. to Bir Turkiya, an 
hence joining the Algerian-Tunisian frontier. This preenson, which laid claim ‘on 
amount of Hinterland behind Algeria, was, I belive, in'no way recognized ot 


frontier, and runs as shown in Military Intelligence 
eset lees : fap. I have seen 
=u work, bu sie oh foes say whether the author cites any 

of French work, “ Expédition Francai sie ” iT 
Bors, published by Baudouin, the Stary nileres cae [ete Pie 

5. A“ Bouyourouldou” of Hamourdou, the Bey of Tripoli, bearin 
ai ood dated A.x. 1221 (.p, 1806-7), is said vag anton ienae ee 
of Biban to El Aushoush, passing from thence north of Remada, ie, about the 
se Duveyrier. A record of this, or the original, exits, I belive, at pol, 
D 








the Vali of i, had, I heard, found this deed in the family of am 
near the frontier. 


li of an 
Pasha, , one of the semi-independent 
ih Asia Minor, I heard that this deed il ven oa 


84 ite if what data, 
the present question of delimitation, I am quite unaware of 
oo eee aT tke Capital, the Ottoman authorities pasess—nor can Tin any way 
of §§ 5 and 6. Z 

earn a ay or fhat thor i considerable evidence of the former frontier 
having run from Hl Biban to near El Mehrotts, I'am quite unaware whether any later 
Conventions of arrangements havo been entered into modifying the frontier in 
wense isting. : 

Sie hoster given above, where it quits the sea, i 20 miles veatnorth-west and 
{inland in repated Tunisian territory from that on Military Intelligence Department Map 5 
Mlile at ite desert extremity and junction at an undisputed point with the Algerian 
Frontier it is over 10 miles distant from tho point given on Military Intelligence 

iment (and French) Map, and in the centro, north of Wazzin, itis over 20 miles 

i ib Oba tn wi tat, 
weet iis priad facie improbable, strilo as much of this wide band (containing 
8,600 square miles) is, that tho French, represented by the Tunis Government, would be 
eady ta givo up mich of this dstict already in their occupation, the topographical 
details the line which the Ottoman [Hemera are a matter of sot 

inds the probable success of the negotiations. ¥ 

paso beard mention of the French Embassy here being interested in the present 
phase ofthe question, but no further details 


(Signed) |“ HERBERT CHERMSIDE. 








No. 12. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Bart of Rosebery —(Received March 17.) 


070) Tunis, March 11, 1893. 
Y WOT reference to my despatch No. 8 of the 7th instant, I have the honour to 


incloso an extract of a telegram, published in the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” newspaper, 


relating to the delimitation of the ‘Tunisripoli frontier 
(Signed) | RB. DRUMMOND HAY. 


— 
Inclosure in No. 12. 


Extract from“ La Dépéche Tunisienne” of March 11. 


‘Tripoli, 10 Mars, 1893. 
LES Commissnires Tunisiens ct Ottomans chargés de délimiter les frontiéres 
‘Tunisienne ot ‘Tripolitaine, se sont réunis A Gouara. z : 
i Shef Rifat Bey, Colonel d’Btat-Major. 
Ha Commi Oe et cnt pn iinet da 


frontidres. 


a 


nu 


No. 18, 
Foreign Office to Consul-General Drummond Hay. 


io. 4.) 
& Foreign Offie, March 17, 1898. 
TAM directed by tho Barl of Rosebery to convey to you his approval of the 
Janguage you held to ML Rouvier in regard to the case of the Hritish sulfite denned 
from erployment a» tobaconists in Tunis, os rportd in your despatch No.9 of the 
‘7th instant. 


Tam, &o, 
«Signed) P, CURRIE. 


No. 14. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 20.) 


(No. 12. Confidential.) 
ly Loni, ‘Tunis, March 15, 1808. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Report on my 
Journey in tho south of the Regency, containing information relating to the tribes 
inhabiting that region, and to the contested territory on the 'Tunis-Tripoli frontier. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosuro 1 in No, 14. 


Report by Comsul-General Drummond Hay on a Tour in the Southern Frontier Districts 
of Tunis, 
(Confidential.) 

ON the 2ist December, 1892, T left Tunis for the south of the Regency, and 
reached Gabes by land early in the following month. ‘There I made the acquaintance 
of Colonel Gousset, commanding the troops in the Souther District, and also of 
General Allegro, Governor of Gabes and tho Arad, ‘Theso gentlemen had received 
instructions from head-quarters at Tunis to afford mo every assistance during my 


a 
country extending from Gabes along the coast to the Tripolitan frontiers, the 


Onses of Nefraona, and the districts of Gabes and Feriana, bordering the Algerian 
frontiers, are all under military control, and administered by’ Bureaux do Renseigno- 
ments,” commonly known under the title of “ Burewux Arabes.”* 

‘The rest of the Regency, with the exception of the “ Khomair” or Khroumir 
provinces, on th. northern frontiers of Algeria, is divided into“ ContrOles Civils,” for 
the superintendence of the Kaids, or native Governors, by French District Com- 
missioners. 

‘The chief military posts of the Southern District are Gabes, Medenin, Gafsa, 
Zarzis, Kebilli, Tatahouine, and Feriana. At each of theso places t a“ Barean 
de Renseignements,” under the direction either of a Captain or a Lieutenant of the 
French army, according to the importance of tho post, assisted each by one or two 
‘officers, besides the necessary complement of military interpreters, 

Before the French occupation Gabes was an insignificant port, composed of two 
villages, situated about a mile from the sea on the skirts of an oasis, 

A small European town has since sprung into existence at the mouth of the river, 
and adjoining the military camp. These sites appear to have been injudiciously 

elected, both from sanitary and strategical points of view, as the town is on a level 
With the malarious banks of the river, and the barracks are at the foot of the heights 
dominating the port and town of Gabes. 

‘The troops stationed in the Southern District consist of Engineers, Artillery, 
“ Régiments d'Afrique,” Spahis-Regulars, Transport Corps, and “ Bureaux do Rene 

its,"* numbering in all about 3,000 men, of whom half aro quartered at 


* Garrisons of Gala and Feriana are not included in this etimate, 








of the 4 
them out, the Col 
sent theft. Sey: i 

Tn the course of conversation with the Colonel, I inquired whether the frontier 
tribes had given him any trouble lately. He replied, * Not since last autumn, when we 
hha to intervene between tho Tunisian and Triplitn tribes of Dhiba anil Wasson. 

Ho was of opinion that » clearly defined frontier would be the sare solguard 

inst tribal conflicts regarding right of tillage and pasturage, and he t 
Mellel avons had hero ipeded the appointacat of « Deliaitation Commission, 
Partita the Turks had ‘now found away out of tho dilemma, and, addrewel them. 
selves directly to the Boy on the subject. He believed that when the Commissioners 
met, they would select the line of tho Mogta from the sea-coast, but that the demarcar 
tion from tho source of that river to the hills at Wassen and Diiiba would lead to some 
Aiscussion, for the Tripolitans Iay claim to lands whieh aro included in the French 
Map of 1889 ns Tunisian territory. 'The Commissioners would not, howerer, encounter 
‘any insurmountable difficulties in arriving at an understanding on the subject. 

During my stay at Gabes, I learnt from another source that onlers had been 
issued by the " Bureau de Renseignements" to the ‘Tunisian tribes to proceed to tho 
frontier without delay, in order to ocoupy and plough the contested territory, and that 
1 body of native mounted police had been sent for their protection, | 

‘A military signal station has been erected on the summit of Djcbel Diss 
8 kilom. to the north-west of Gabes, communicating to the south with the frontier 
port of Medonin, aud to the north with that of Djebel Orbata at Gafss. 

General Allegro, Governor of Gabes ana the Arad, is a very influential personage 
amongst the natives, and has rendered yaluable services during his Governorship m 
bringing refractory tribes into subjection to the government of tho Protectorate. 

‘His mother was a native Kabyle of Algeria, who married an Ttalian of Bone, 

At the timo the famous Khroumie insurrection ‘broke out, esr pasties 
‘activo part in bringing about the theatrical invasion of the country by French troops. 

Te'is said that many of the Inte conflicts on the Tripolitan frontier have eon 
fomented by him with a view of introducing another question of the Khroumir type, 
but of late years his ingenuity has beon seriously impaired by failing eyesight. Ho is 
now quite blind, and it is reported that the Government intend to pension him, and to 

Iacein his stead a French “‘Contrélour Civil,” with jurisdiction over the port and 
Finmediato neighbourhood of Gabes, leaving the Arad under the sole administration 
of the military authorities. Bi J 

"Tho Arad district extends from Gabes along tho coast to the Tripolitan frontier, 

and is bounded by the lator on the south by the devert over the mountain mange on 

ho west, and by the province of Beni Zid on the north. A 
the ve paving Gable T proceeded to Zarsis, a sma port adjoining a rich ons of 
ate palms and olive trees. ‘The day following that of my arrival, I accompanied. the 
Officers in command of the “Bureau de Renseignements,” and the Khalifa, or Vico 
Governor of the district, to the narrow peninsula at Bahira-cl-Biban, where we were 
Joined, for the purpose of hunting gazelle, by about 100 horsemen of the Acars 
Yeibe,” ‘They were all mounted on mares averaging about 14:3, bands, with 
mall Arab saddles of lighter make than is usually seen, covered with embroide 
Teather or leopard skins, European double-barrelled muzzle-londing guns were slang: 
over their shoulders. ‘These they employed with great dexterity, firing at full gallop 
with unerring aim, ¥ 

Many were followed by well-bred greyhounds. When the gazelles wero viewed, 
they would Tit their hounds into the saddle, and at farounible moment, if the 
quarry was distancing their horses, drop them gently to the ground to continue 

They extibited fine horsemanship combined with dash, and appeared to be on 

3s with the French officers. % Pe 
re et nova ascertained that the country south of the oasis to the Tripolitan 
frontiers is claimed by the authorities as territory of the Acara, who aro a peaceful 
taibe, and usually on good terms with the Zowars, their neighbours across the 
frontier. 


© Carte de Ia Tunisia, dresaée au Service Gtographique de Armée 1889. 


tribes are the Seian and the Nowail, who have 
mais of ene betalion of the Régiment @ 
on mA “ Y Afrique,” 
‘The latter aro known as the Red,” 
hho are the mounted police of the 
Bureaux de Renseignements.” 
‘Medenin is at a day's march from Zarzis, ‘Two long salt 
marshes ave to be traversed on the way, where three columns of masonry, known a8 
“Les Pyramides,” have been ereoted by the military authorities at each end, and half 
way between the marshes, as Iand-marks for travellers, 

Major Billet, of the French cavalry, and several officers, accompanied by an escort 
of Spahis, met me about six miles from Medenin. 

‘On our way to the camp, we rode through the “Kasr" or castlo erected by the 
natives in former days for the storage of grain, and the protection of cattle against 
‘the attacks of marauding tribes. 

‘Tho stores. consist of long vaulted rooms, sometimes rising to eight stories in 
height, and facing large open squares. Each granary has a snparato entranco, reached 
in the upper tiers by scaling, with the aid of wooden pegs, or projecting bricks. ‘Tho 
natives still cling to the ancient custom of storing their grain in the Kasr, but I 
‘observed that the new buildings were not protected by high walls. 

‘Tho owners of the granaries belong to nomad tribes, who pitch their tents in the 
summer around the Kasr, and in the winter depart with their flocks and herds to tho 
Plains for pasturage and agriculture, 

‘The troops quartered at Medenin compriso a Company “Régiment 
@Afrique,” and a detachment of Spahis (one “peloton”, dwel two stone 
buildings, of about sixty rooms, capable each of accommodating twenty-six men, 

The cavalry horse and transport animals are picketed in tho open on the smo 
principle as at Gabes 

In addition to theso buildings, there are tho quarters of the Major in command, 
g officers, the “ Bureau de Renseignements,” the “Cercle,” and Post and 

‘Telegraph Ofice. 

‘The signal station of Medenin is situated on Djcbel Tadjora, 6 miles to the north- 
west of the camp, close to Kasr Metemmour, another granary where the troops were 
quartered in the commencement of the occupation. ‘The natives of Medenin and of the 
Plains bordering the frontiors along the hill-rangos belong to the Ouderna tribe. 

Major Billot informed me that these people are the best horsemen in the country, 
a brave and warlike race, upon whom tho military authorities could always depend, 

‘The tribes who inherit tho oases and plains of the Arad, extending from the coast 
to the western range of mountains, are composed of the Acara, the Touazin, and tho 
‘Onderna, collectively known as the Werghamma. 

‘Tho ‘Touazin are neighbours of the Acara, and the Ouderna occupy the plains 
bordering the hulls, 

‘These tribes have been in the habit from timo immemorial of wandering during 
tho winter months over the vast plains lying betwoon Medenin and tho frontiers. ‘The 
and cultivated by them in those regions is not held by title-deeds, but there are certain 
districts where they have acquired by long usage rights of cultivation and of 
pasturage. 

On reaching the ground, each person claims the land he intends to cultivate by 
marking it with one ploughed furrow, but before taking possession he has to prove to 
the Sheikh of his “douar,” or camp, that he has brought with him sufficient seed to 
cover the selected area. 

The favourite country of the Ouderna and Touazin is situated in tho plains 
betwoen Wad Fessi and the boundary of the Mogta claimed by the Tunisian Govern- 
ment, and marked in the French Map of 1889 as tho line of demarcation. 

Since the French oceupation the Tunisian tribes hve succeeded, with the support 
of the authorities, in monopolizing all arable Iand and pasturage north of the ‘Mogta, 
bat formerly both the Trpolitan and Tunisian nomad tribes were in the habit of 
settling in tho regions during the ploughing season, and of making common uso of 


‘At that time the generally acknowledged boundary started from the mouth of 
Wad Fessi at tho Sebkha Bon Djemel, and following the Sckkha-cl-Hania in a 
southerly direction to the hills north of Djebel Nekerif. This may be confirmed by 
Eeeennee to any sane of ok ‘ate, and especially French editions. al therefore no 
‘matter of surprise ye ‘Tripolitan tribes should havo coustantly resisted the 
oe ans ‘Tunisians to annex those districts. if 

E 
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‘During my visit to Medenin I rode to the southernmost post of Tatahouine, and 
‘was enabled to perform the journey rapidly through the courtesy of Major Billet, who 
provided relays of horses for the road. 

‘The eamp is sittated on the oasis and river of Tatahouine, 33 miles to the south of 
‘Medenin, in the entrance to a mountain pass 15 miles to the east of Douirat. 

‘A signal station recently erected on a hill lying to the north of the camp com- 
municates with Medenin. It is constructed of solid masonry on the summit of a 
precipitous height, commanding a distant view of the Werghamma plains and of all 
Approaches to 'Tatahouine from the adjacent hills. ‘i 

‘The camp consists of sbout seven buildings, one for the “ Renseignements,” two, 
with about twelve rooms in each, for the men, quarters for the officers commanding 
fhe “ Régiment aAOigus,” and’ for the Spahis, “ Cercle,” and Post ond ‘Telegraph 

ice, 

‘Phe complement of troops is similar to that of the Garrison at Zarzis, but the 
officers attached to the Renseignements” and the mounted police are more numerous. 

he authorities have established a weekly market at Tatahouine, as was reported 
in my despatch of the 15th February, 1892, for the purpose of opening up & 
trade ronte with the interior, and especially with the Touareg who inbabit the earavan 
routes leading to Tripoli (Ghadames) and to the south of the Regen 

‘The market is a Jarge square surrounded by a high wall inclosing @ mosque, a 
synagogue, and numerous stores, held principally by Jows. 

The officer who superintends the market is 8 man of the name of Kaddour, a 
military interpreter who gained some notoriety in 1502, ‘was arrested on 
‘Tripoliian territory on his way to Ghadames disguised as 

‘The mountains in. the south of the Regency are y Troglodytes of 

ir dialect T observed is similar to that spoken by the Atlos tribes 
‘of Morocco, 

Although Mussul 

‘he Brench troops 
situated on the stee 
granary. 

T met thero several Tousrogs mounted on “ Mebai r 
that they were returning from ‘Tatahouin laden with grain for their country, which is 
suffering from a severe drought. 

‘hey had always avoided entering the Regency from fear of the Wergbamma, 
but had now discovered that there was no further occasion for alarm, as they had been 
hoapitably received both by Europeans and Arabs. 

In convorsation with a Berber chieftain, [learned that this was only the second 

the Touaregs since the establishment of the market in 1891. 
wy had been warmly welcomed by the authorities, who ordered the market 
treat them handsomely. 
ing on these orders, one of the storcholders was induced to give them credit 
for 1,200 fr. value of corn, with the understanding that the money would be paid 
within a short period. ‘The officers approved the arrangement, and, on the departure of 
the Touaregs, loaded them with presents of fire-arms, knives, &c. Up to the present 
time nothing has been heard either of the Touaregs or their money, and the 
hhaye had to refund the losses of the trader. 

T returned from Tatahouine to Medenin, and continued my journey with further 
relays of horses through the Matmata mountains to the Oasis of Hamma, and from 
thenice across the steppes lending to Kabilli, a military post in the large Oasis of 
Nefeaona, z 

‘his post is garrisoned by a battalion of the “ Régiment d'Afrique,” and a small 
detachment of Spahis, besides the “ Bureau de Renscignements.” 

‘The officers and men are quartered ina eastle belonging to a former Governor, 

Kabilli commands the only road leading across the Great Shott, or salt marsh, to 
the Oases of ‘Tozour and Nefta. ‘i ‘ 

‘A market has beon established there on the same principles 98 ot Tatahouine and 

asT through to be well stocked wi goods, including articles from 
Eat ead Gian e ; 

‘the officers related to me that Swiss named Cornes visited those regions ev 
winter, travelling with one Arab attendant, on “ Mchari ” camels, and was in the habit 
of penctrating far into the desert, leading tho life of an Arab. | He had succeeded in 
reaching Ghadames disguised as a woman, but was discovered and brought back to the 


© Reported in my despateh of Ist March, 1892—D. Hl. 


itermarry, or oven mingle with the Arabs. 
Douirat, 2 Troglodyte settlement 
capped by the ruins of a fortified 


formed _me 


Bb 


frontier. The last time that be passed through Kabilli, his only provisions were dates 
and a supply of water co ey 

nm er hand, I heard at Gabes, from a person well acquainted with Comes. 
that he isan expert employed bythe authorities for to raphfeal researches in the 
unknown desert regions lying between Nefzaona and Wad Souf and Ghadames. 

In 1891, Thad the honour of reporting the arrival of Coraes® in the Regency 
on his way to Ghadames, and I then mentioned that he was believed to be a Captain 
of tho French Engineers, although he passed himself off as a Swiss subject travelling 
nis own aeCOUmtstl, the @ 

mi my departure from Kebilli, the Governor of Nefzaona—a fine samplo of the 
Ouderna Arabs—accompanied me ‘through his district to the bonlers of the hott, 
During the ride, he informed me that the population of the oasis is composed of Arabs, 
‘of whom a large portion are absent with their tents, families, and flocks during the 
rainy season, 

When the French occupied the country in 1881, about 17,000 Arabs emigrated 
from the southera provinces to Tripoli. ‘The Kald, who had himself boen one of tho 
number, believed that the majority had now returned to theft native soil, but ho 
testified to the hospitality and kindness shown to the refugees at that time by tho 
‘Tripolitans. 

He spoke in laudatory terms of the order that had been established in the country 
by French administration, for ke never could have believed that the independent and 
turbulent W ma could have heen so completely subdued. ‘They were formerly 
the terror of the ase, but. they haye now become a 
law-abiding pe i ernment, 

‘The passage from i 
and has to be traversed by daylight on accou ngerous quicksanids on 
side of the tek, which i marked out f short distances hy wooden poss 

¢ wet season, travellers have to take a more northerly and ¢ircuitous route 
Donders of the marsh, z praires 

On my arrival at Tozeur I was pressed for ti 
longer period than was calculated; but T had th 
telegram from, Major Goetscy, commanding at Gate, stating that relay of horace 
and mules would nicet me on the road. civility of the Major enabled me to reac! 
cae ie half the ordinary time. eh a ee 

then sent my baggage ti 
terminus at Tebsfer 

Gafsa is avery picturesque 
Orbata and Djebel Junes. ‘Th 
communicating with Hadj. hes to the south. 

“The garrison comprises a battali frique,” a battery of 
artillery, and a detachment (0 Spahla,Desides * Buryan de Renselgne- 
ments,” with tho usual complement of ofticers and mounted police. 

; . eriana, sitaated at the entrance to the pine forests, has a small 
garrison similar to that at Zarzis au de Re 
vate Aa of thi 
nds remain in eaptivity only during the hinting season, and are afterwards let loose 
on their own grounds. "Each hind that has distinguishod itself is branded on the beak, 
in order that he may be recognized if recaptured in the following season. 
|The annexed Map of tho Regency of Tunis shows my itinerary throughout the 
journey, and defines the frontiers elaimed respectively by ‘Tunis and ‘Ivipoli. 

‘The names of soveral tribes, hitherto omitted, havo been inserted, and the military 
Poste an signal ations clearly indicated 

"Lists are also annexed of the number of troops,t including horses and transy 
animals, belonging tothe garvisons of the south, undr the eommant! of the Colbnel 


mney Ind ocoupied 


to the Algerian railway 


Tunis, March 9, 1893. (Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


[The Maps annexed to this Report are not reproduced.) 


© Despatch of 17th Febroary, 1991—D. 1. 
+f Gaba and Feriana are not included ta these eatimaten, DH 
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Inclosare 2 in No. 14. 
‘Fruxou Tnoors stationed at Gabes and the Southern Frontier Posts. 


Number of Troops. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 14, 


‘Honses and Mules attached to the Military Service of Gabes and the Southern 
Frontier Posts of the Regency, 
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No. 15. 


Lord Vivian to the Barl of Rosebery.—(Received March 20.) 
(Wo. 89, 


‘My Le Rome, March 17, 1893. 

YT HAVE spoken to Signor Brin about the Report, communicated to mo in your 
Lordship's telegram No. 15 of the 12th instant, that the Native Commissioner 
appointed by the Government of Tunis for the delimitation of the frontier between 
‘Tunis and ‘Tripoli was endeavouring to bribe the Tripolitan officials and tribes. 

His Bxeelleney thought that if any of the frontier points in dispute were of real 
importance, either from a political or strategical point of view, it would be well to 
‘warn the Porte of what was going on otherwise, he was not mul inclined to interfere 

ve, Be, 
(Signed) ’ VIVIAN. 


Ww 


No. 16. 
Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery-—(Received March 31.) 


Constantinople, March 17, 1899, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 75 of the 6th instant, in which I reported 
to your Lordship the appointment of a Commission of Ottoman Delegates for the 
definition of the Tripoli-Tunis boundary, I have now tho honour to report that I have 
received a despatch from Her Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Tripoli, dated tho 
‘7th instant, informing me that the Oitoman Delegates left Tripoli a few days ago to 

meet the Tunisian Delegates at the frontier, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) "FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 





No. 17. 
Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Roschery.—(Received March 81.) 


(No. 104. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 20, 1808, 
WITIE reference to your Loniship's tele of the 12th instant relative 

to the delimitation of the Tripoli—Tunls fn ort to your 

Lonlship that I have brought the informati 5 ally to tho 

knowledge of Said Pasha, Mi 

will give the matter his immediate a 
fy Ttalian colleague informs 


o has likewise spoken to Said Pasha, and 
has received from 


surance to that given to mo, 
T have 
(Signed) PRANCIS CLARE FORD. 





No. 18 


The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Vivian. 
(No. 66. al f ui 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Aprit 8, 1823, 
I TRANSMIT h ¥ y copios of a despatch from. Hor 
Majesty's Consul-Gen ing his Report on a journey which he 
recently male in the south of the Regency. I havo to request that you will commue 
nicate this Report confidentially to the Italian Goverument. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) ROSEBERY, 





No. 19. 
Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received April 14.) 


(No. 116, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 4, 1893, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 104 of the 20th ultimo on the subject of 
‘the delimitation of the Tripoli-Tunis frontier, I have the honour to report to your 
Lordship that 1 have been informed by Nouri Bey, Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, that the Sublime Porto has sent categorical instructions to Ahmet 
Rassim Pasha, Governor-General of Tripoli, not to accept or adopt any other line of 
demarcation between Tunis and ‘Tripoli but the one marked in blud on th handy ma 
herein inclosed, which has been made for me by Colonel Chermside, and copy 
Which I gave to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, when discussing the matter 
‘with him. ‘The Governor-General has likewiso been instructed to adopt, under all 
circumstances, as a basis of frontier delimitation, the block-houses built by the Turkish 


© Kol, 
(412) F 
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native Tunisian Del 
ib tribes, as woll as Turki 


communicated to the Porte, on the subject of the delimitation question, 
reference is made to Sidi Allah Djoumin, 
copy thereof is herein inclosed. 
T have, &0. 


(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 19. 
Map. 
[Not printed.) 


Inclosure 2 in No, 19. 


Pro-memorid, 


territoire Tunisien importante position de Us 
faisant partio de In Tripolitaino. 
On dit qu'il tAche aussi de corrompre les Délégués Ottomans. 


No. 20, 
Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Roschery.—( Received May 12.) 


‘0. 170.) 
seu Constantinople, May 3, 1893. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from Mr. Consul-General 
‘Moore, reporting that the work of the Tripoli-Tunis Boundary Commission bas been 
suspended, in consequence of m disagreement between the Delegates 

T asked the Italian Chargé d’Aifaires whether ho had received any nows on the 
subject, and as no information had reached him from the Italian Consul-General, I 
communicated to him Mr. Moore's despatch. 

Ihave, &. 
(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Tnclosure in No. 20. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir Clare Ford. 


Sir, ‘Tripoli, April 20, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that the work of the Joint 
‘Commission for the demarcation of the boundary between Tripoli and Tunis has come 
to a standstill in consequence of disagreemetit between the Ottoman and Franco- 
‘Tunisian Delegates, the latter insisting on the boundary laid down in the French Maps. 
‘This is rejected by the Turkish Commissioners, the instructions given to whom om 
this point are, the Vali told me, final and definitive. 
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The written Agreement produced by the Turks and said to have been concluded in 
the early part of the century between the Ruler of Tripoli and the Bey of Tanis 
defining the frontier between the two countries, referred. to in my despatch of 
the 20th February last, has been pronounced by the French to be a fabrication and 
rejected by them. 

It is thought that pressure will be brought to bear at Constantinople in favour of 
the French contention, and that the matter will be settled by a compromise to the 
advantage of France. 

‘The disputed territory extends about 20 miles along the sea shore and includes a 
lake from which large quantities of salt are extracted, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 





No. 21. 


‘The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford, 
No. 48.) 
legraphic) ,P Foreign Office, May 24, 1893, 

TUNIS. Tripoli frontier. Your Excollency's despatch No. 170. 

Count Tornielli spoke to me to-day about the delimitation, which he said 
was practically completed. ‘The Ottoman Commissioners had firmly’ maintained their 
view of frouticr-line. Intrigues, however, were going on at Constantinople, instigatod 
by France, with the object of inducing the Porte to yield, 

It is doubtful whether our interference would do any good ; but lot me have your 
viows when you have discussed the matter with your Italian colleague. 


No, 22, 


Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received Mey 27.) 
Wo. 84.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, May 27, 1 20 rat. 
“EX reply to your Lordship’ telogram No, 48 respecting the limitation of ihe 
‘Tripoll-Tunis boundary, Said! Pasha’ informs mo that nothing deitnite has been 
led. 


‘To of the Turkish Delegates, his Excellency further states, havo, at their own 
desire, started for Constantinople, wishing, before any regular decision’ is arrived at, 
to give personally full information and particulars on the subject. 





No. 23, 
‘The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Vieian. 


(¥o,0%, Content) 
iy Lord, Foreign Office, Mey 31, 1803. 

COUNT TORNIELLI called to-day, and asked whether Hor Majesty's Govern 
ment had received any further intelligence from Constantinople about tho Tripolitan 
frontier question. 

He was informed, in reply, of the contents of Sir Clare Ford's last telegram on 
the subject, which are to the effect that nothing has been settled, and that the Porte 
will await ‘the return of its Commissioners to Constantinople before coming to a 
decision. 

He said that the Italian Government had heard that the French were taking 
Fitter a menacing tone at Constantinople, that they didnot accept the line lid down 
by the Turkish Commissioners, and that they had hinted that if the line proposed by 
the French Commissioners were not accepted, they might have to settle it without the 
consent of the Porte, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) '  ROSEBERY. 








No. 24, 
Sir Clare Ford to the Eart of Rosebery.—(Received June 2.) 


Gia, 221. Conttentialy 
iy Lord, Constantinople, May 29, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 170 of the nl instant, I have the honour to 
state that I haye learnt from a confidential and usually trustworthy source that it had 
been agreed upon between the French and Ottoman Goveraments to establish block~ 
houses on the 'Tripoli-Tunis frontier as soon as the line lind been settled and demarcated. 


‘Tho Ottoman Frontier Delegates have now been summoned to Constantinople to furnish 
difficulties which have arisen in regard to the frontier-line, and 
ig hoot season which would interfere with the prosecu- 


explanations as to th 
also on account of the approac! 


tion of their work, 
‘The French Ambassador here, I am informed, has protested against the delays 


which will thereby be occasioned, and kas warned the Sublime Porte that his Gove 
ment may in consequence consider themselves just undertaking alone the 
demarcation, and may erect the block-honses independent of tl oman Delegates. 


‘The Sublime Porte has requested M. Cambon to move his Gi not to act 
precipitately, and to do nothing without the co-operation of tho Otto egates. 
if hat it slightly difters from 


f the above information be correct, and I p 
‘the information supplied to repo No. 84 of 
the 27th instant, it may be that M. Cambon is exercising pressure on the Ottoman 
Government to hasten proceedings, and I have informed the Italian Chay 
very confidentially of the substance of the Report which has reached me, 
Thave, & 
igned) 





No, 
Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery—(Received June 9.) 


(No. 240.) 

Tord, Constantinople, June 5, 1893. 

T HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Consul-Geaeral at ‘Tripoli, on the subject of 
the Tripoli-Tunis boundary. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure in No. 25, 


Consul-General Moore to Sir Clare Ford. 


Sir, Tripoli, May 26, 1893. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that Rifaat Bey, one of the 
Ottoman Commissioners for the definition of the TripoliTunis boundary, Tet last 
‘week for Constantinople, in obedience to a summons thither. Tn the meanwhile the 
‘other members of the Joint Commission remain at Zora, near the boundary. 

It is now cortain that the document or Decree of a former Bey of Tunis, 
Homonda Pasha, produced by the Turkish Commissioners, was a clumsy fabrication, 
‘and is acknowledged as such by the Governor-General. Apart from its dishonesty, 
this wasa singularly fatuons proceeding on the part of the Turks, seeing that it furnishes 
a formidable {t in support of their contention to the French, who ask what 
ruth thero can be in claims which require such means to support them, and say that 
‘they need no other proof to establish their ow: i v A 

I imagine that, particularly after this incident, the dispute will be settled in 
favour of the French claims. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


a 
No. 26. 
Mr. Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery—(Received June 15.) 


eed Ti, 
r, June 8, 1898, 
‘I THINK it dut tip the substanc iversat 
ap nd yt Gln eae la Meh ang cenain 
Semi of Fr ncn or Aen 7 % Me conn wil 
my journey in the south of Tunisia and of th arkets established 
stom ia ch the Tom a weeg T inquired whether’ trading pce 
‘ung fom oe af he marke of the desert, as I had met a small caravan 
replied that they had been so far successful with a certain number 
0 | of 
them, but as they are a race of Berber origin, he placed very little faith in ‘thelr 
1 remarked that Tunisia would not be in a position to com wit 
: i th the Ghaday 
the friendly co-operation ca powertil deer 


trade of 
‘Tho thoughts of French 
‘are now concentrated on Tuat, which we hope will ero long beea eat junction 
for ll caravans bound from the Soudan to North Atscn "A rl alfeaty See 
Algeria which has penctrated some distance into the interior, and will in due course 
‘Our conversation then t ° ibes inhabit i i 
on cons then turned to tho Berber tribes inhabiting tho Algerian frontiers 
In answer to my remarks on their fanatical indeponden: i 
courage, the Colonel held the follow Mg lnagugei sic ate ; hacen 
gountry a railroad will have to bo Iaid_ from Gras to Tangier, nd when Up tank 
{evolves upon us to bring the tribes under subjection, we shall deal very decidedly with 
m, for they belong to tho same raco as the Kabyles of Algeria, whom it took us fifty 
Tecan assure you that the same blunders will not be repeated in 


Frenchmen have frequently hinted at the necessity of a rectifieat 
c , te ty tion of 
Moroces frontie when diousig hes Resition in Algeria, but no cou bea Mrs 
9% openly on tho subject as the Military Attaché at Tunis, 
_ Thave, &e, 
Signed)" RB. DRUMMOND HAY. 


a ee re 


No. 27. 
Aide-Mémoire communicated by Count Tornielli, June 17, 1893, 


AU nombre des documents présentis par les tribus de la Tripolitai 
‘aintenir leurs droits sur les teritoires lour appartenant, so trowvait un faux Dore 
Hammud Pacha. De co Décret il n'a été tenn aucun compte. 

tes ie ligne de frontiére que les Commissaires Ottomans Téclament eat tobe suivant 
es indieationsfournies par soixante-onze documenta dont Vanthentiité nxt pas bmietire 
en Ces documents contiennent les concessions faites & Ia tribu des Ualed-bin- 
Aarium, qui ocoupe lo tervtoir entre Kasar Medinin ot Sebkaol-Mellaha. Le registre 
ventiaregn ‘une einquantaine années en arrite, par lequo il st prouvé 
go is temps payé par les tribus au Gouvernement Ottoman, a été 
pe align do frontitre que la Commiaion Ottomane a tracts et Ia mbmo,& peu de 
erence phiques de la ‘Tripolitaine ot de 
ct les autres Anglaises, 





————_— 





No. 28. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Barl of Rosebery.—(Received June 20) 


viet Tost, Jae 10,1508, 

"WITH reference to my despatch No. 5 of the 27th Febs ve tt 

i ur Loriship that the. Commissioners dy the Tunisian 
delimitation of the Tripolitan fronticr 


have not succeeded in arriving at an understanding with the 
Turkish fat they eT that tho points in dispute have been referred to their 
respective Government 


Tone milary weeic, and that 
t circumstances, to waive the 
tne mtn Gabes has been increased, and considerable cargoes of provisions 
‘and ammunition have been lately landed at that port. ee 
(Signed) K. DRUMMOND HAY. 


se 
No. 29. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery—{Received June 20.) 


‘Tunis, June 14, 1898. 

deen startod hero, entitled, “La Libre Déptehe, Organe 

Tho chief collaborators in the new publication are 

notion in France, who, it is stated, have spared 
‘ss. 

xtrncted from the second number, published on 

which is of itself a clear indica 


10 Tunisienne” was regarded 


jowerer, would appear to be no 
walent now that M. Rouvier is, 


‘enterprise, 


LT have, &e. 
(Signed) -B, DRUMMOND HAY. 





No. 30. 
‘The Earl of Rosebery to Sir A. Nicolson. 
eee sm Forcign Offer, June 20, 1908. 
* PHTE Italian Ambassador loft with me on the 17th instant the Memorandum, 
which sinned respecting ie peentation ofa fused document yon ihe 
issioners for the Tripolitan boundary. 
Te il peroaive that the aceoun it given to the Italian Government attaches 
* We.27 


from Consul-General Moore which 
of tho Sth instant, 
Her Majesty's Embassy would continuo 


Tam, &o. 
(Signed) ‘ROSEBERY. 


No. 31. 


Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received June 23.) 
0. 247.) 
iy Lord, Constantinople, June 6, 1898, 

T HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tripoli on the subject of 
the Tripoli-Tunis boundary. raw 

ave, &e. 


(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure in No. 31. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir Clare Ford. 


‘Six, 
WITH reference to my despatch of the 26th instant, T have the honour to 
that the Ottoman members of the Joint Commission for the definition of the 
‘Tripoli-Tunis boundary have returned to Tripoli, while the Franco-Tunisian members 
have gone back to Tunis. No agroeniont has been arrived at, the French claiming the 
‘Wady-Mogta as the boundary, and the Turks a line drawn through the middle of the 
Lake Biban, ‘The Commission is pres lsslved, and the question in disputo 
will now be settled at Constantinople, whither all the documents, Minutes of proceed- 
ings, &c., have been forwanted by both parties. 

T har that the French produced no documentary evidence in support of their 
contention, whilst the Turks say they have other documents besides the fabricated 
‘one: into the history and authorship of this latter the Governor-General is said to bo 
inquiring, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


No. 32, 
Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery—(Received June 28.) 


(No. 248. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, June 7, 1893. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Marquis di Bisio, Italian 
Chargé d'Affaires, called upon me to-lay, and spoke on the subject of the delimitation 
of boundary between Tripoli and ‘Tunis. 

‘At the same timo ho left in my hands a Memorandum, copy of which is herein 


‘The Italian Chargé d’Affaires also read to mo a despatch which he had received 
from his Government, in which the Italian Minister for Affairs states that, 
wwere the Turkish Government to accede to the wiahes of the French Government on 
the delimitation question, the matter would lose its essential character, which is that 
of a simple confirmation of the frontier-line, and would resolve itself into » modifica 
tion of the true Tine which marks the delimitation between Tripoli and Tunis. 

‘The question was one of considerable importance, and, should the Turkish 
Government show signs of yielding to France in tho matter, the Italian Government, 
‘would greatly desire to receive early information of the fact, in order tha: they might 
Hd themselves in a position to address an appeal on the subject to the Great Powers 
who are friendly to 








ey 

‘Tho Italian Chargé d’AMfaires added that he bad spoken in the same sense to the 
Ambasadors of Germany and Austria respectively. 

(Signed) ""” “FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure in No, $2. 
Pro-memorid. 


LE Licutonant-Colonel Rifaat Bey, membre de la Commission Ottomane chargée 
do la délimitation des territoires Tripolo-Tunisiens, est parti le 16 Mai de Tripoli pour 
Constantinople, porteur des procts-verbaux et des documents relatifs aux travaux que 
Ta Commission Mixte avait exécutés i Zuar, Ia décision des frontidres ayant été déférée 
Ba Majesté Impériale le Sultan. 

Ta Commiation avait lo mandat do statuer, su moyen des documents ot enquttes, 
Tnquelle des deux frontiéres, 4 savoir Mokta’ Wazan ou bien Biban-Remada, était 
historiquement Ia véritable ot Ia plus ancienne. La Commission Ottomane, comme de 
raison ot avec toutes les preuves & Yappui, a soutenu ce qui est conforme au juste droit, 
que la souvernineté do Ja Turquie va jusqu’a hi ligne Biban-Remada, x 

Tl faudrait insistar sur ce point, c'est-A-dire, que, étant démontré & présent le droit 
de Ia Turquio d'exercer Ia ploine souveraineté jusqu’’ la ligne Bibaa-Remada, si la 
Sublime Porte no faisait pas valoir efficacement son droit, les opérations de démarcation 
de frontidre perdraient leur earnetire Wane simple confirmation de frontiére pour prendre 
‘celui d'une modification de la ligne de frontidre entre la Tripotitaine et la Tunisie. 

Pour co fait les Puissances intéressées au maintien de I'équilibre territorial 

wernient demander raison au Gouvernement Ottoman, Au contraire, les mémes 

issances priteraient assurdment leur appui moral au Gouvernement du Sultan, si 
eelui-ci soutenait son bon droit. Si Tacoord entre In Sublime Porte et la France sur 
cette base $0. rendait impossible, on devrait suggérer au Gouvernement Ottoman de 
‘communiquer aux Puissances armies les conclusions des négociations techniques. Les 
Puistances amies, en prenant acte do la communication de la Sublime Porte, auraient 
‘moyen de fixer sur le terrain diplomatique, dans V'intérét de la Turquie, les termes do 
In question. 





No. 33. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Berl of Rosebery.—(Received June 20.) 


SF van, Tunis, June 20, 1893. 


reference to my despatch No. 16 of the 10th instant, I have the honour 
to hues cutting from La Deépéche Tanisienne’” of the 20th instant relating to 
the delimitation of the frontiers between Tunisia and Tripoli, and to bring under your 
Lorlship's notice the announcement of the “ resumption of negotiations between the 
Porte and the French Government,” which, if well founded, would be tantamount to 
an official acknowledgment by the Turkish Government of the French Protectorate in 
mess: Thave, &. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosure in No. 33. 
Extract from “La Dépéche Tunisienne ” of the 20th June, 1893. 
Paris, le 18 Juin. 
ON. mande de Constantinople & une fenille Viennoise que spas 
Rifaat 


tions entro la Porto ot lo Gouvernement Frangais concernant Is 
frontidre entre la Tunisie et 4a ‘Tripolitaine parait prochaine, et le 


Bey, membre de la Commission Mixte instituée & ce sujet, rotournera sans doute sous 
‘peu A Tripoli, muni de nouvelles instructions. 

L’Ambassade de France & Constantinople n'interviendra pas dans ees négociations, 
Za nouvelle que la France voudrait incorporer la ville do Ghadamts dans lo territaire 
‘Tunisien, est contestée par les cercles bien informés, 


No. 34. 
‘The Earl of Rosebery to Sir A. Nicolson 
(No. 59.) if oS id 


(Telegraphic) | P. 
TUNIS-TRIPOLL frontier. 
‘According to the ““Dépéiche Tunisienne” of the 20th June negotiations batween 
French Government and the Porte are about to be resumed, and tho return of the 
Ottoman Commissioner to Tepoll is imminent. Same paper states that no part will 
be taken in these negoti:tions by French Embassy at Constantinople. 
Ascertain on what foundation this report rests, 


Foreign Office, June 30, 1893, 





No. 35. 
Bir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received July 2) 


No. 109.) 
Geicgraphiey x Therapia, July 2, 1808, 10°35 a.m. 
WITH reference to your Lonlship's telegram No, 50 on the subject of the Tunis- 
‘Tripoli frontier, I am informed by the Foreign Minister that he and tho Minister for 
‘War are occupied in studying certain details, on the completion of which the question 
will be discussed with the French Ambassador, but unofficially, ‘There docs not, 
however, appear to be any question of an immediate resumption of the work on the 
spot. 





No. 36, 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Barl of Rosebery-—(Reeeived July 3,) 


(No. 21. Confidential.) 
iy Lord, Tunis, June 27, 1898, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 20 of the 20th instant, I have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that Major Rebillet, who took part in tho Tunis-Tripoli 
Delimitation Commission as expert appointed’ by tho Beylical Government, called 
‘on me lately, and expressed his desire to give me a true version of the incident that 
ted to the falar of the negotiations between tho Tunisian and Typoltan Commis, 
sioners. ‘The Major began by saying that he supposed I was awaro that the pro} 
for the delinitaton of the frovices england oth the Tustic, pd sh as 
‘consequence of the frequent recurrence of tribal conflicts as to tho rights of 
pasturage, &c., on the contested territory. He said that no offical correspondence on 
the subject had ever taken place between tho Vali and the French Representative, as 
the Turkish authorities have always avoided committing themselves by any official 
acknowledgment of tho Government of the Protectorte, but the Vali, “who is 
well known for his French sympathies," has been in the habit of discussing the 
question verbally with Mf. Desinées. 

It was thus that the state of affairs on the frontiers became known at Constanti= 
xnople, and that proposals were made to the French Ambassador for the appointment 
of a Delimitation Commission composed exclusively of Turkish and Beylical officers. 

The Commissioners met on the frontiers in February last, and aficr an absence 
of three months returned without having arrived at any understanding. 

Major Rebillet then said that the cause of failure in the nogotiations was not 
due to any political interference on either side, but entirely to the production by the 
eae 1 document. purporting to be a Beylical Decree of ome antiquity, 

H 








Aiscovered in tho hands of a Tripolitan frontier tribe, declaring the Bahira-cl-Biban 
to be tho limit of the Regeney on the sea-coast.* 

‘When the Tunisian demanded further perusal and examination 
of the Decree, they were informed that it had been returned to Tripoli. Eventual 
it was Major Rebillet then discovered, in the presence of the Turki 
‘Commiss that the document nd been affixed to another shect of paper, 
presumedly for its tion, but, on closer examination, he detected several 
‘suspicious saw-shaped marks, which, after being carefully traced, were found to betray 
‘the presence of an inserted slip of paper of about scven lines, containing the state- 
ment relating to the boundary. ‘The portions of tho document above and below the 
‘lip contained only the usual heading and ending of a Beylieal Decree. 

Twas by the Major that the fraudulent insertion of the words relating 
to the frontier was #0 evident, that the Turkish Commissioners were forced to admit 
that tho document had been ‘tampered with. ‘The Turks stated in self-defence that 
‘the authorities at Tripoli had received the Decree from one of the frontier tribes, 
‘and that thoy had always believed it to be an authentic document, 

Major billet had heard that Osman Riffad Bey, the expert attached to the 
AAS Rien prongs summoned to Constantinople ; that the Vali of 

received instructions to suspend the negotiations, and that two persons 
telonging to the tibe of El Nowail, mupocted of implication inthe fraud, had been 
seized and imprisoned in Tripoli. 

Tt is now bel ‘that the question will not be resuscitated, and that the 
boundaries marked in the Fren: i copies have been handed to the 


tof the vague 
description of the contested territory, showing that the French surveyors never 
reached $0 far south, 

Major Rebillet thon assured me that the Tunisian claims are chiefly founded on 
the ovidence of the German traveller, Barth, who, in his account of journey in those 
regions, mentions the Mocta as the boundary betwoen Tunis and Tripoli, 

In reply tom jes regarding tho territories of Wassin and Dhiba, where 
tribal conflicts have frequently occurred of late years, the Major gave me to’ under 
stand that the matter was not discussed by the Commissioners He mentioned at the 
samo time that Wassin is gencrally admitted as Tripolitan te bout that Dhiba is 
now inhabited by a tribe of Arabs who were formerly expelled by the Wassinites, and 
forced to take refuge in the Rozency, near Gabes. 

“It is therefore our duty,” he sald, 

rutions.” He also observed that it w: onsiderable difficulty 
fo define the frontiers by the division of the tribes paying tribute to the respective 
Governments of Tripoli and Tunis. ‘They aro composed principally of nomad 
have been in the habit of moving from one side of the frontier to the other, freq 
making common use of large tracts of country for agrioultural purposes. © They 
ese lays enjoyed ser-independent xitene, paying tute only when exacted 
from them by military pressure. re. 

(Signed) "I, DRUMMOND HAY. 





No. 37. 
Sic A. Nicolon to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Reccived July 7.) 


Therapia, June 31, 1803. 

Affaires informed me last night that the Ottoman ‘Commis- 
sioner on the Tunis-Tnpoli Frontier Commission hind terminated his Report to the 
‘Council of Ministers on the differences of opinion which had arisen in regarl to the 
delimitation of the boundary, and that the Council would now take the question into 


OI er a lao a ER 
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‘consideration. Marquis di Bisio said that he had been of late urging the Grand Vizier 
fo stand firm, and that he had received satisfactory assurances on that head ; his 

es having remarked that the Ottoman Gorerament would be found to be even 
‘more Turk than the Italians, 


Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery —(Received July 7.) 


iy Lord, ‘Theropie, July 2, 1808, 
LT INQUIRED of the Minister for Forvign Affairs yesterday what was the exact 
ition of the negotiations in regard to the frontier between Tunis and ‘Tripoli, His 
cellency said that there were certain details in regard to tho caso of the Ottoman 
Government which were being studied between the Minister for War and himself, a 
that when these were concluded he would then diseuss the question unofiicially with 
the French Ambassador, 

T said that I trusted the Ottoman Government would stand firm on the line which 
thay had proposed. His Excelleney said they would not code an inch of territory, 
‘wre determined to uphold what they considered their rights. Tam n little sceptical 
as to tho steadfastness of the Ottoman Government if they are hard pressed by the 
French Embassy. I inquired of Said Pasha whether thero was any intoniion of 
resuining work on the frontier, and he replied that there was not for the mom 

Lhave, &e 
«i ‘A. NICOLSON. 





No. 39, 
Conrul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received July 11.) 


(No. 23.) 
iy Lori, Tunis, July 3, 1803, 

VITH reference to. my despatch No. 22, Commercial, of the’ &nt June last, 

transmitting to your Lordship a copy of a Beylical Deerco instituting a Mining Law 

for the Regency of Tunis, I have the honour to inclose copy of a letter addressed to 

me by Mr. G, Mifsud, a liritish subject, complaining of the projadicial effects of the 

new Regulations, ani! bogging me to interowle with the Tunlsian Government ow his 

behalf, 

Mr. AMifsud states that ho purchased in 1887 a large and valuable property, 
situated in the north of the Regency, consisting principally of mines and forests, On 
tho Sth April last he applied in the tual form to the ‘Tunisian Government for per 
rission to explore tho his property. He has received no. reply to. his 
demand, but in the meantime the new Decree has been proclaimed, and he fears that 
the authorities int regulations, although’ he submitted his 
aplication prior tothe unage hitherto observed in 

Str tliod, whois a considerable landowner inthis country, bases his objections 
to tho new law on the assumption of the Tunisian Government, by Article 1 of the 
Deere, thatthe mines of the egency are the property of th State, 

Teg to incon copies of the = Journal OfielTunin ” in which the Dacre ia 
published, and today sttention to the abovementioned lame and fo th Articles I 

we underlined,* which appear to be especially damaging to the interests of 
prictor who have bought and held lands undee the univer conviction that, with tho 
exception of gold and silver, everything found above or below the surface of ‘an estate 
belongs to the proprietor. 

‘According to Article IT of the Convention with the Tunisian Government relative 
to the holding of real property by British subjects in Tunisia it is stipulated that 
“the Iatter shall discharge in general the obligations which are by law attached to, 
and are discharged by, the like property held by natives.” 


© Aris 1, 13,16, 17,18, an 39 
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rest 


pure! any metal whatsoever 


absolute owner of the propert a or 


It is a noteworthy fact that in the collection of Beylical Decrees translated into 
French, and edited by M. Bompand, Secretary of Embassy, formerly attached to the 
Residency, Article 612 has been omitted. {[ only succeeded in discovering this by 
eterenes to tho original Arabic version lying In the archives ‘of the Consulate- 

I also inclose copy of the French translation of the Circular of the Prime 
Minister, dated 9 Moharrem, 1209 (1882), issued subsequent to the French occupation, 
‘which states: “That it had’ come to the knowledge of the Boylical Government that 
certain foreigners were seeking to disposo of lands belonging to the State, as well as 
mines and forests, under tho pretence of having obtained them by purchase or other 
wise from natives. Notico was therefore given that such persons had no claims 
whatever, either to the State domains or to the mines and forests, these being the 

‘of the Government, and forming a branch of the revenu 

‘The Tunisian Code was ‘nevertheless in full force at the time this order was made, 
‘and still continues to be so. herofore, that the Tunisian Government 
‘overlooked that fact, both at the time of isming the Ministerial Order in 1882 and in 
framing the present Decree, and that Mr. Mifsud and other British subjects holding 
Yand in Tunis have lawful grounds for resenting the enforcement of the injurious 
regulations introdveed by the Government of the Protectorate. 

T have deomed it advisable to await your Lordship’s instructions ‘before com- 
anunicating with the French Resident on the subject. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 39, 
Mr. G. Mifeud to Consul-General Drummond Hey. 


M. le Consul-Général, ‘Tunis, te 16 Juin, 1898. 

LE Soussigné, Joseph Mifsud, sujet Anglo-Maltais, a I'honneur de recourir 

tueusement A votre haute et bienveillante intervention auprés du Gouvernement 

de Son Altesse lo Bey, ct aupr’s du Représentant & Tunis du Protectorat Frangais en 

mison de Ia situation qui lui ost faite par le récent Décret du 10 Mai, 1893, sar la 
ppriété des mines dans In Régence. 

Sur la foi des Traités ct sous l'empire d'uno législation locale nettement établie, 
Jo Soussigné  acheté en 1887 le grand domaine du Korib, situé & 10 kilom. de 
‘Teboursouk, d’une étendue de 14,000 hectares, dont la valeur, estimée dun million, 
consist surtout en mines et en forts, tates eit : 

Pour se conformer & l'usage adoy a défant de islation spéciale le 
Gouvernement Tunisien, le Soussigné ath concert avee M. Fortuné Fon we 
coo-intéress6, adressé lo 5 Avril dernier une demande de permis de recherches sur ses 
ropes terms, Joignmnt tle demands, fait en triple expédition, trois exemplaires 

plan da Korib ; cette demande ext restéo sans réponse, et sur ces entrefaites a para 
Ie nouveau Décret du 10 Mai, 1803. Le Soussigné eraint que l'on ne s'appuic sur ce 
Déoret pour refusor de faire droit Asa demande qui cependant a été faite antérieure- 
‘ment. 

En conséquence, il se trouve obligé de vous exposer que le Décret du 10 Mai, 
1895, aurait pour effet, si les termes ae daleok talaiouns, de faire reconnattre dort 
navant comme propriété de I'Btat, les mines de In Régence. Ce serait uno véritable 
spoliation, une confiscation .commise par Etat au préjudice des particuliers. Le 
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‘Soussigné est intéressé & réclamer la protection do son Gouvernement, et il esptre 
yous ne Inisserez ilar do toa bon Mgitimemant saquia, tn sujet Waals of 
respectueux de Sa Majesté Britanniquo. 
Vouilles, &e. 
(Signé)' G, MIFSUD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 39. 


Extract from the “Journal Officiel Twnisien” of May 18, 1893. 


Déeret du \0 Mai, 1893 (24 Chaowal, 1310), 
Louanges & Dieu. 


NOUS, Ali Pacha Bey, Possesseur du Royaume de Tunis, 

Considérant qu'il y a liew dans l'intérit du développement de In richesse minérale 
en Tunisie de réglementer les travaux des recherches de mines ; 
att ppt ct popotion de nore Dirtou-Oénél dy Tara 

‘Avons pris le Décret suivant :— 

‘Article 1, Tes mines étant pro domaniales, nul ne pourra faire des 
recherches de mines sans une autorisation spéciale du Gouvernement ‘Tunision donnée 
par Arnité de notre Directewr-Général des Travaux Publics, 

Cotte interdiction ne porte aucune atteinte au droit de tout propristaire do 
pratiquer des fouilles ou sondages sur son propre terrain, Mais ces travaux ne 

ont étre considénés comnio ayant pour objet des recherches de mines qu'autant 

Jui qui les effectue sera muni de I'autorisatio 

rt. 2, Sont idérés coms mines 

1. Los git 

|.) Houilles, lignites et tous autres combustibles fossiles (In tourbe exceptée), 
, bitume, pétrole ot uiles mingrales 

(2.) Les substances métalliféres, telles que: is d'or, argent, platine, ‘met 
plomb, fer, cuivre, étain, zinc bismuth, cobalt, nickel, mangandse, titane, antimoin 
molybdne, tungstine, chrdme. 

(3.) Soufre et arsenic, soit souls, soit combinés avec les métaux, aluns et sols 
solubles A base des au (: 

4. Sels gemmes ot autres sels associés dans lo méme gisement 

2. Les sources salées. 
artenant aux proprstaires dy ol 
son, gets, mares, granite, Daanites, 
erres A chaux, & phitre, les pouzzolanes, 
foulon et i poteries, les substances 
Jes amendements ou ae 

Art. 4. En cas de contestation sur la classification Kégale d'un gite substance 
minérale ou fossile, il est statué par un Décrot de Son Altesso lo Bey. 

‘Art. 5. Toute’ demande do ches doit dtee ‘tdrosaGo en triple 
expédition au Directeur-Général des Travaux Publics qui en donne réeépissé. 

Elle est inscrite sous son numéro d'ordre aux dite et heure de son dépt sur un 
registre spécial tonu i la disposition du public, 

A la demande doivent (tre annexés: 

(2) Un plan des lieux a I'échelle de yobyg donnant, ayec un apergu général do ka 
s ails ion du terrain, l'emplacement des lourements, le tracé exact du périmitre 

cemandé, 

Ce périmitre devea se rapporter & des points fixes, els que: points géodésiques, 
sources, marabouts, fo. 

‘Le périmetre demandé ne devrw pas excéder 300 hectares et deux de ses points ne 
pourront étre distants de plus de 3,000 mares. 

(2) Des échantillons de mincrais numérotés; les numéros se rapportant aux 
aifleurements indiqués sur le plan. 

"Art. 6. Dans ta quinzaine du dépOt de Ia demande en permis de recherches, lo 
pétitionnaire devra, sous peine de perdre son droit de priorité, justifler qu'il a fait 
lection de domicile en Tunisie. 

res I 





—————— 
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Art. 7, Le Directeur-Général des Travaux Publics délivre suivant lordre do 
ité le permis de recherches pour les terrains reconuus libres dans le périmétre 


‘Ce permis de recherches ne peut ¢tre eédé A un tiers sans autorisation donnée par 
Arrété du Directour-Général des 'Trayanx Publics. 

Thdonne droit exclusif & son titulaire de rechercher sur les terrains pour lesquels 
il a 6t6 délivré ies mines dont In nature a été déterminée par le permis de 
recherches, 

Tl est accordé pour deux années, 

1 peat tre prorogé sar Ts demande de Vexplorateu, 

Si dans un périmdtre dja accordé par ' Administration, pour une mine déterminée, 
il vient i se produire une demande en permis de recherches pour une mine de nature 
toute diiférente, l'Administration arrttera dans le nouveau permis de recherches toutes 
les. dispositi ello croira utiles pour éviter, autant que pessible, que les deux 

‘ionnai uellement dans leurs recherches. 

‘Art. 8. Si dans Ia. pi ¢ année Vexplorateur n'a pas commencé des travaux 
réguiiers de recherches, s'il a suspenda ses travaux sans aucane cause reconnue égi- 
time, ou sils a contravenu aux dispositions imposées par le présent Déeret ou par 
VArrété dautorisation do recherches, il pourra tre déchu de son droit de recherches. 
Dans ce eas, il ne pourra Iu ‘Pour les mémes terrains ot pour les mémes 

sements, un nouveau pormis de recherches dans les trois années qui suivront Ia date 
TArraté de déchéanee. 

‘Art, 9, Les travaux de recherches sont soumis & la surreillanee de I" Administration 
qui pout, dans tous les cas, ordonner ou supprimer tels travaux dans un but de sécurité 
Pour les’ personnes ou do conservation pour Ia mine, les voices publiques, les sources, 
canaux, villages, e, 

‘Art. 10. Tout permis de recherches est do plein dre 
lesquels ii a été déliveé viennent A étre englobés dans le périmétre d'une Cone 
mino do mémo nature. 

‘Art, 11. Lrexploratour ne pourra disposer des produits de ses recherches quiaprés 
‘no autorisation spéciale du Directewr-Général des Travaux Publi 

‘Art, 12, Los frais d'enquéte ot de visite de mine et les frais d'analyses scront & la 

onnaire, Un Arrété du Directour-Général des Travaux Publics fixera 
lement do ces frais, 
quo les travaux de reche q ion nécessiteront Voceus 
, cette occupation se faut dentente 
ie, par un Arrété du Directeur-t 


limites des terrains i occuper, leur contenance, le nom et le 
domicile du ou des propristaires ou présumés tels 

‘No pourront tre occupés temporairement, les cours, vergers et Jardins attenants 
aux habitations et entour’s de cldtures fixes. 

‘Art, 1h, Le Directeur-Général des Travaux Publics envoic ampliation 
‘Arrété i VIngénicur des Mines de In Régence et au Caid du territoire ou au Président 
de la Municipal 

‘L'lngénteur des Mines en remet une copie certifiée & Yexplorateur ou au Conces- 
sionnaire. 

Le Caid on lo Président 
propriétairo on i son reprisentant, 

“Art, 15. En as d'arrangements & amiable entre le propriétaire et Vexplorateur 
‘ou le concessionnaire, ce dernier est tenu de présentor i l'Ingénieur des Mines, toutes 
{es fois quill en est requis, lo consentement éerit dur propriétaire ou le traité quil a 
passé avee lui. Z 

"Art 16. A défaut de convention amiable, I'Ingénieur des Mines, préalablement & 
toute occupation du terrain désigné, fait connattre par écrit au Caid du territoire ow 
‘au Président de la Municipalité, suivant le cas, le jour auquel Texplorateur ou le con- 
‘ceasionnaire se rendra sur les lieux ou s'y fora représenter. 

‘Dans les trois jours qui suivent la réception sle cet avis, le Caid ou le Président de 
1a Municipalité en accuse réception & Administration des Mines et notifie cette eonvo- 
cation au propriétaire ou, s'il n’habite pas sur le territoire on dans Ia commune, 3 son 
fermier, locataire, o gérant. nee 

Tl finvite en méme temps a désigner un expert pour procéier, contradictoirement 
avee celui qui aura été choisi par Yexplorateur ou le concessionaire, & la constatation 
de Vétat des lieux. 


Municipalité, suivant le cas, notific T-Arrété au 
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Aux deux experts ci-dessus indiqués est adjoint MIngénieur des Mines ou son 


Entre Ia notification faite de la convocation et In visito des lieu, il doit y avoir, 
dans tons les cas, un délai de dix jours au moins. 

Art. 12, Au jour fixé, les trois experts proctdent & leurs opérations. Is évaluent 
pour In premiére année Jo produit net probable des terrains A occuper. Tis font 
Mnention de cette évaluation sur le procés-verbal de constat des lieux. L'inde:anité 
préalable est fixée au double de cette somme. Elle est réqlée annuellement. 

Art. 18. Tes explorateurs ou concessionnaires ne pourront commencer leurs 
eae ‘aprés avoir justifié du paiement aux propriétaires du sol de lndemnité 

le. 

Si les propriétaires rofusent de recevoir ectte somme, les explornteurs ou conces- 
sionnaires les assigneront en référé pour voir ondonner la consignation de In. dite 
somme. Dans ce eas, occupation ne pourra torisée qu'aprés la consignati 

Tes exploratcurs seront tonus en outre de fournir caution au propriétaire du sol, si 
ce dernier Pexige, en vue de In réparation de tous autres dommages pouvant résulter 
ie Yeceoten es tran Ae rete, Cette caution worn fide par lo Telbunal 

vil. 
tion tempo 
lus do trois 


Le ter 
ayant occupation, 

‘Les contestations qui pourraient slover entre les intéressés tant pour In surface 
A aequérir que pour le prix d’'acquisition seront soumises aux ‘Tribunaux civils, 

Art. 20, Les contraventions nt Déeret pour recherches ou explo 

t autorisés, seront constatées et Ménonedes 

dans le délat de trois jours devant le Juge de 
Ie plus proche, 

Les ‘Tribunaux prononceront contre les délinquants une amende do 50 fr, au moins 
ct de 500 fr. au pl 

En cas de récidive dans les douze mois do la condamnation, les amendes seront 
Aoublées et une détention pourra étre prononeds contro les délinquants sans que In 
dure de cette peine puisse étre inférie rs nt supérieure 4 trols mol, 

Dans tous les cas, les Tribunaux pourront prononcer la fermeture des travaux ou 
exploitations illicites. 

‘Art. 21. Notre Directeur-Général des Travaux Publics est chargé de Vexécution 
du présent Décret. 

‘Vu pour promulgation et mise 3 

Le Resid ral de la République Frangaiso & Tunis, 
CH. ROUVIER. 


Inclosure 3 
Article 512, Chapter XU, of the Tunisian Civil and Criminal Code, April 26, 1 


TOUT acheteur de termain qui y aura trouvé une mine d'un métal queleonque 
sera la propriété absolue du propridtaire,* mais si cotte mine sera dor ow d'argent 
lle appartient au Gouvernement, qui lui payera la valeur double ot davantage du 
terrain, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 39. 


“Arritdé du 9 Moharrem, 1299 (1% Décembre, 1881), sur les Propridiés Domaniales, lex 
‘Mines, ef lex Foréts (visa Résidentiel 15 Décembre, (S84). 


LE’Gouvernement de Son Altesse a appris que des étrangers cherchent & disposer 
de terrains appartenant & T'Btat, ainsi que de tines et foréts, prétendant les avoir 
obtenus, par achat ou autrement, dindigenes des tribus, 


© This ought surely to be “sera Je propridisire absolu de In propriété? —W. E. D. 




















‘Le Gouvernement doit, en conséquence, faire connaitre que les individas dont il 
agit n'ont aucun droit sur les terrains domaniaux ni sur les mines et fortts, celles-ei 
‘Gant la de 'tat et constituant une branche de ses revenus. 

‘Pout ce motif, toute aliénation de cette nature est mulle ot non avenue. 

Cet Avis sera publié et les notaires seront avisés quills ne peuvent passer aucun 
acto de cette nature sans 'antorisation du Gouvernement. 

Le Premier Ministre, 
(Sign) MOHAMED. 





No. 40. 
Memorandum by Sir B. Hertslet on the right of British Subjects to hold Mines in Tania. 


IN 1861, an Organic Law or Constitution, for Tunis was promulgated, Article XI 
of which ran as follows :— z 

“Les Gtrangers appartenant aux divers Goivernements qui voudront s’établir dans 
nos Rtats, pourront acheter toute sorte de propriétés, telles que maisons, jardins, terres, 
A Pégal des habitants du_pays, & la condition qu’ils seront soumis aux Raglements 
existants ou qui pourront étre établis, sans qu’ils puissent s'y soustraire. 
de ae ay Mame Pas mola diternce leur égard dans les Raglements 

1u_ pays,” &o. 

Pon the same year (1861) a Tunisian Civil and Criminal Code was issued, printed 
copies of which, in Ambic and in translation, were forwarded to this Office by 
Mr. Wood, Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General. 

‘Mr. R. D. Hay now sends home an extract from that Code, which runs as 
follows:— 

“Article 512, Chapter XIT. ‘Tout acheteur de terrain qui y aura trouv 
mine d'un rétal quelconque sera In propriété absolue du propriétaire, mais si cetto 
mine sera d'or ou durgont elle appartient an Gouvernement, qui lui payers la valeur 
double et davantage du terrain.” : 

‘Phese two important documents were inaugurated with great ceremony at the 
Palace of the Bey, the former on the 23rd, and the Intter on the 24 . 1861. 

‘On the 10th’ October, 1863, a Convention was concluded be 

ive to the holding of real property by British subjects 


© Archives 
‘Tome iv, p» 278. 


in Tunis, 


the right conceded 
Tt was then stipulated (among other tl 

British subjects to purchase and possess immovable pr 
Pr the. Regency of Tunis (Article 1); that British subjects possessing 

property should pay the same municipal and fiscal taxes which were 
and should discharge in general the obligations which were by law 
‘were discharged by, the like property held by nati subjects holding 
immovable property should be free to sell, isposo of, ani convey their property to 
natives; but that they should not sell, transfer, or convey their property to forvigners, 
except to subjects of such friendly Governments as had, by Convention or other Agree 
ment with the Bey, acquired for their subjects the right to purchase and hold 
immovable property’ in the Regency of Tunis (Article V); that no, British subject 
sand be free te dispose of his immovable property except for objects of public 
utility (Article XI); ‘hat whenever British subject should desire to introduce 
machinery in, the Regency of Tunis ho should be bound to apply for snd obtain, the 
rnission of the Bey for that purpose (Article XIV); and that British subjects 
ding immovable property in the Regenoy of Tunis should, in conforming to the 
Tocal Laws and Regulations, exercise and enjoy the sume immunities, privileges, and 
ae were accorded to Tunisian proprietors; and be entitled to all the immu- 
ivileges, and exemptions accorded, or to be thereafter accorded, $0 the subjects 
or citizens of the most favoured nation (Article XVII). ; 
Horas Trasia, On the 19h Fuly, 1875, a Commercial Convention was concluded between this 
country and Tunis, by Articles V, XVII, and XLII of which the Convention of the 


10th Getober, 1863, respecting real property, was expressly 


description” 
amovable 

by natives, 
sl to, and 


a peri 
to introduce 


‘rumour, which was current i (hid, No 
ther were already, or would soon August 


juded between France and Tunis, state Pay 
protection, but it contained the wl lity 47, 
N ‘Gou t do la République Frangaise se porte le 
1s ane des Traités actuellement existants entre le Geaivecpsesl la Meus “ 
orses ‘and. notes were exchanged between the B 


and French Governments in the sume month to the same effect + the Convention of the Hertalet’s Troation, 
iy thea 
" was issued Mr. D. Hay, 
mines and forosts, and that it ran No.2, Jey 3, 
i 


Goat ais bei g expressly mentioned in the Brit 
Mr. D. Hay now states that, on the Ist December, 1 
by the Tunisian Prime Minister upon the subject of mi 
by tho inister upon the subject 
Le Gouvernement de Son Altesse 
ae, terms appartenant 2 Bt, 
obtenus, par ad 
onnalre ques in 
iaux ni sur les mir et for © 
In lo int ot cortitannt une branche ds omerenae, ee 
our eo motif, toute aliénation de cette nature est nulle et non avenue,” 
unis maintain that all the Bey's Decrees sanctioned by 
the foree of French Inw within the Re Carbon a 
forcigners equally with French citizens are subjoct to thi sheet Debio Reman 
to the condi that they are not in any way 
Moreover, the Circular of the Ist I 
Deora, although itis headed Aree 
ie mine of Korib, now in question (but containing what metals is not 
as purchased in 1587 on the faith of Tretis and Tonisian Laws then fn forces bod rays os, 
Nhu Mr. Mifsod, an Anglo-Maltess,addzowed a etter on tho subject of its working to : 
bee naar 7 eee Sohors Lo a last, he received no reply ; but five weeks 
that is to say, on the there appears 
the French Resident, which ped trates ES AOL POs DEEN. fe lays No. 82 
Pa a ate Pr emacs ors ee lO 
par a ol votre Directeur-Général des eaves Publics seems see Conte 
‘ut this Decree, presuming that it is not a gold or silver mine, is, as is pointed ot 
by Mr. D. Hay, opposed to the Civil snd Cemninal Code of Tu ot 180, and its 
Provision, if into effect, would seriously prejudico Mr, Mifsud’s interests, 
a, sop rspeered the attention of the Tunisian Government might be called to 
tome of the facts stated above, and expecially to the Article of the Civil and Criminal 
ie which M. Bompard has omitted from his book. 
E, HERTSLED, 


Foreign Office, July 12, 1803. cm 
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No. #1. 
Gonsul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received July 15.) 







(No. 23.) 


Tunis, July 10, 1393. 
Y WITH reference to my despatch N 


9 of the 7th March, 1 have the honour 
ink Loriship that the Vice-Consuls at Susa and Sfax reported to me, 
fo sete den to Tania last month, that the French “*Contrileurs Civile” at thowe 
porta had, in pursuance of instructions from the Resident, made fresh inquiries into 
ms of the dismissed tobacconists. a tg he 
ec Vige-Oousula, who were invited to {ako part in the investigation at each port, 
t the results were favourable to the tobacconists. : 
ae aaa ne ivided by the Contréleurs” into two eategories; and declared, with 
i ‘ng of compensation. 
to eeforsmnatione to AL, Rouvier on the 7th instant that I ad recived news 
from the coast which led me to hope that this pending question would soon be sat 
factorily settled. é 
He gave me to understand, in 10 
would receive his early attention. 























yply, that such was the ease, and that the claims 





L have, & 


(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 



















No. 42. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received July 24.) 


Myton Tunis, July 18, 1593, 
ne then the honour to report that the anniversary of the French Republic mu 
celebrated here on the 14th instant by a roview of tho French troops garrisoned 
Tasie nis the ‘presence of the Bey, the Resident, the members ‘of the Tunisian 
Government, aud. the Consular Body, “M. Rouvier subsequently held a reception, 
Laegoly allended by French and native Notables, Addresses were delivered iy the 
Presidents ofthe Chants of Comers ani of Agicltur. | 

fs reply, tho Resident dwelt at somo length on the questio si 
railwaye and! expressed a hope that it would be satisfactorily solved by the French 
Parliament. He also held out prospects of improv ea being efi ted at the ports 

and in the postal service between Marseilles and Tu 

of Suen and Sterarked_ on this and other public occasions the pointed regard and 
deference shown by the prosent Resident to the Bey. Me also appears inclined to 9 
cerefente more courteous relations with the foreign Representatives than has been the 


cease of Into years. ave 
(Signed) 









&e. 
R. DRUMMOND HAY. 








No. 43, 


Foreign Office to Consul-General Drummond Hay. 


eae) Foreign Office, July 28, 1898. 
despatch No. 22 of the Sri instant, 







Regulat t 
i i ich may properly 
sppears to his Lordship to be one whi zy be 
ject of representation to the Tunisian Government, and Lam accordingly 
Se aan entatiomtances of the case to the notice of the French Tesient 
Ta doing so, you should call attention to the following documents, which conc 
the rights and obligations of British subjects holding real property in Tunis -— 














35 


1. The Organic Law or Constitution of Tunis of 1861, Article 11, 
2. Tho Civil and Criminal Code of Tunis of 1861, Article 512, Chapter XIL® 
relate te Ganvention between this country and Tunis of the 10th October, 1808, 

ive fenure of immovable dy British subjects is , 
topectally Artistes 1, V. Xf XIV, and XVIfe 2 7 Suvdesls i= Tunis and 

4. The Commercial Convention between this country and Tunis of the 19th July, 
1875, and especially Articles V, XVII, and XLIT, confirming tho Convention of the 
10th October, 180 






: between France and ‘Tunis of the 12th May, 1881, and the notes 
‘which were exchanged in the same month between the Britis ‘and Fronch Gov 
ments, recording the fact that the Treaties then existing between Tunis and other 
Powers were confirmed. 

You should then point out that the Circular of the Tunisian Prime M. 
of 9 Moharrem, 1299 (1882) (wh 





t inter 
is referred to in your despatch), could not override 











cor abrogate these Laws and ‘Treaty stipulations, and you should express a hopo that 
the Beylical Deerco of the 10th May, 1808, which, if éarried into effect, would gravely 
prejudice the interests of British subjects holding property in Tunis, may not bo 





enforced against them, that their mining privileges may be left untouched so long as 
the question is not one of the possession of gold or silver mi 

‘or your further guidance in connection with this matter, T am to draw your 
attention to the correspondence which passed in 1868, as noted in the margin,t relative 
to the grant of a Concession of the lead mines of Gobail Ress to Mr. Lindo, of 
London. 

















Tam, &. 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 





No. 44. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Receivedt August 28.) 






the “ Libre Dépéche ” of the 19th instant, rolatin © por 

‘The latter newspaper announces that M. Rouvier has demanded and obtained the 
authority of the French Government to t ‘m Bizerta into a military port, Onlera 
are stated to have been issued to the authorities on the 1th instant for the commenco- 
ment of the works, which it is estimated will cost. 15,000,000 fr. 

‘The remarks regarding the stratogical positions refer to Mr. Terence Bourke’s 
Broperty Ben Negro, where, as T have shown in previous despatch, sito have boon 
chosen for the erection of two fortresses commanding the entrance to the canal, and 
the approaches by land from the east along the sca-coast.. 

‘The publication of this article simultaneously. with the appearance in the 
“Dépéehe Tunisienne” of extracts from “Lo Jour” on the same subject, gives 
grounds for believing that the report may be well founded. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 























No, 46. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 2) 


(No. 28, 
My ier, Tunis, August 24, 1898, 


WITH reference to my despatch of the 23rd August, I am informed that the 
French Government are buying up land on the shores of Bizerta inland sea for the 
construction of an arsenal. The land borders a bay on the south-west const-line about 
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No. 46, 


Consul-Generol Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Reccived September 4.) 


Go 29) 

fy Lord, mis, August 30, 1893. 
WITH reference to my dospatches No, 40 of the SIst August, 1801, and No, 87 of 

tho 21st instant, a report ix current here, which I believe to be w authenticated, that 

four guns of 80’centim. calibre have arrived at Bizerta from Manquto, ‘accompanied by 

Six waggons of ammunition, and that others are shortly expected there. 

‘he torpedo-boats have been removed from their former station to an anchorage 
in the now port, and preparations are being mado for the transfer of the powder and 
torpedo magazines to a more convenient position on the lake. 

‘A considerable portion of the strates al railroad from Tunis to Bizerta will be 
completed in the early part of next year, and the works of the port are being actively 
pushed forward. 

It is therefore probable 
certain fortifications for the defence 


that the military authorities have undertaken to erect 
‘of the new port when opened to navigation. 
T have, &¢ 
(Signed) K. DRUMMOND HAY, 


No. 47 


Consul-General Drummond-Heay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 11.) 


Tunis, September 6, 1893. 

this year, was published on the 
and suppress local newspapers in the 
When they contain articles or expressions of seditious 


‘My Lond, 
‘A BEYLICAL Decree, dated the 6th Ma; 
8rd instant, empowering the Government to sei 


‘Arabic and Hebrew tongues 
fendency, and rendering penal any attempt to defy the law. 
andl rere hae been deemed necessary on account of articles that. have 

ently appeared in two Tunisian Arabic journals, “ HL Mobacherd JTunsi” and 

Fa sabe acoking to foster among the Mahonsmedan population.» spirit of revelt 
against the Government of the Protectorate, chiefly on aecount of the imposition of the 


‘Sedjba” and other arbitrary taxes. 
¢ “ Mobacher” was short lived, but 

otter managed, and more dangerous. i ec 
m aante' to the “Depeche Tunisienne,” the revolutionary articles in | ED 
Mon dee" a inspired by an obscure Frenchman named, Gogayer, formerly miliary 
jnterpreter to the army in Algeria, and well acquainted with the 'anguage ‘and customs 


of this country. 
Weis supposed to be actnated by ambition in his treachery, and to imagine thay 
the ete of the Beys to power would lend to high offce for himself x 8 reward 


El Montader,” which supplanted it, is 


by the rousing of rebellious 
pulation. 


serious quarrel 

$fivence of the native Kaid and the presence of the troops preventes 
No details of the occurrence were allowed to transpire, but it is 

‘that blood was spilt, and that at one moment matters were grave: 


87 


Several highway robberies and munders have occurred lately 
bog Hr ca ager Sghtgre” ‘but some of the fk pero thd 
cence of numerous bad ¢ ing to Sicily, Sard 
Malta, who find a convenient refuge Gaming tee “lad 
_ Thave, &e, F 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND-HAY. 


No. 48, 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of it 
gs 3) y rl of Rosebery.—(Received September 15.) 

y Lord, 

YT'HAVE the honour to traneutt to your Lordship herewlls topes of Be 
Peptic from the * Jonrual Officiel Tunisia of the Sls web ns 
cover ta 5 gy, — Government, in behalf of the Minister for War, of 
sigias eee crc! tt Dara Cond the nnn qoeton, naastd om the 
ighest summit of tho ils to the west. of tho pot, and from all accounte i has 
ie yb eae ected a8 a suitable position for one of the projected fortifications 

hope to furnish your Lordship shortly 

‘th fur ar Lordship shortly with more preciso i ion as 
pie of the hill, and th intention of the military aaEseeitaa Sek Seca O ne 

__Thave, &e, 
(Signed) " R, DRUMMOND TAY, 





No. 49. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay t0 the Be 
gots to the Ear! of Rosebery—(Received September 21.) 
y Lord, 
Lords the b Tunis, September 21, 1808, 
mancouvtes of the 
Mey will ako place at Tart low to SedjxcelsBaby 
on on the, Turi ria Railway and tho River Med ‘A column, 
trated at Djebebuis, near Sus, composed of the 4th ‘Tiralleurs, «mo ted, 
battery, and squadron of Chassurs d:Afrique,€, will march on the dn October 
fore will be apposed by the ‘Tus clin y consiing of inte hatulion of the 
4th Regiment of Zounves, a squadron of Chassours d’Afriq comer ee 
‘An engagement will take place on the Sth Octobe 
troops, numbering about 5,000, will th 
fommand of General Leclerc, and the hat neighb 
terminating on the 16th Octobei na of Medjr 
hood, terminating on the 16th October with a grand. review in the plains of Nedjoe- 
Tn consequence of the great di 
ee of the great, distance from Tunis, the Gabes i 
rmanouro separately inthe district lying between the oat and Eeayatchas 
_ Thave, ieee 
(Signed) "TR. DRUMMOND TAY, 


No. 80. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay t 
um fay to the Earl of Roschery.—(Recei 
em : of Rosebery.—(Received September 28.) 
‘ at ; 
et 2 _ Tunis, September 20, 1893, 
rence to my despatch No, 32 of the 11th instant, I hav 0 
siate that the hil at Biacrtay ealled Dar-l-Coudia, bas Doom eaesoiiaton ‘iy the 


‘Tunisian Gov e i iticatic 
i Gorerament for the construction of a fortideation which will dominato the 


[119] © Nor printed, 


























‘With regard to tho exact postion of the projected defences T beg to refer your 
Lordship to my despatch No. 52, Secret, of the 15th August, 1802, Nol, 
Section 2, P RGX. 5 

‘The works of the port have made considerable ‘The northern jetty now 
‘measures over 1,090 metres, and will be completed this autumn. 

‘he eastern jetty, described in my despatch No. 33 of the 25th May, 1802, has 
already attained a length of 310 metres, and will be constructed with grote rapidity 
Thon the materials now employed informing the other jetty are no Longer required for 

it purpose, 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘Rt. DRUMMOND HAY. 






No. 51. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Eerl of Rosebery.—(Received October 8.) 


0. 85, 
, ‘Tunis, September 25, 1893. 
WINE reference to my despatch No. 81 of the Oth instant, I think it my duty to 
to your Lordship a recent incident which, although trivial in itself, has certain 
significance at the present moment, 5 

Tt is customary at the Mahommedan feast of the Mouled in commemoration of the 
Hirth of the Prophet, for the Municipality of Tunis to invite the Bey to a reception 
attended by the Resident and other Notables of the French Administration. ‘The feast 
occurred last week, when the usual invitations were issued to meet His Highness. 

‘On the appointed evening, tho French Chargé d’Affaires, the General commanding 
the Brigade of Occupation, and many others assembled at the Municipality ; but the 
Bey at the last moment became suddenly indisposed, and returned to his Palaco at 
‘Marsa instead of remaining for the night in Tunis, as had been his practice on former 
oceasions. . He also omitted to have himself represented at the reception hy a member 
of his family or auito, and merely sent his excuses through an interpreter. 

‘Tho local journals commented freely on the Bey's conduct, and one in particular 
published a scurrilous article headed “An insult to france.” 

Accoring to the oficial organ of the Restenc, the Bey is reparte to have sent 
his eldest son on the following day to apologize for the affront ; but I have learnt from 
‘a private source that Sid Mustapha called to assure the French Chargé d'affaires that 
no offence was intended either to him or any other French official; but that his father 
‘was displeased with the Municipality for having refused, on the occasion of the 
inauguration of the port, to admit to the Beylical Tribune a distinguished officer of his 
suite who ap) in fall uniform, but Happened to be unprorided, with o cand of 
Admittance, "The Prince also complained of the abusive article which ba! appeared in 
‘one of the French local newspapers, and expressed a hope that it would not be passed 
over in silence by the authorities. a) i 

‘This ineidect, occurring at moment of undoubted disaffection towards France, 
has made n considerable impression on all classes of the community. 3 

"The spirit of discontent which now pervades the whole Regency is, I beliove, 
fostered in'a great measure by Frenchmen acquainted with Arabic, who have become 
embittered, either by failure to obtain employment under the Administration, or from 
ther causes. These men are in the habit of frequenting the native coffee-houses, where 

have ample opportunities for disseminating seditious and revolutionary ideas 


aon oa Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) -R. DRUMMOND HAY. 






































No. 52. 
Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 13.) 


SF see, 2 ? ‘Therapia, September 25, 1893. 

TWAS informed by the Italian Ambassador yesterday that at an interview he 
hhad recently had with Said Pasha, the latter had stated that the Ottoman Government 
pa Geclded to proceed. no further either with the negotiations or with the work of 























Aelimitation on the Tripoli-Tunis frontier. Said Pasha said that in 

Gttoman Government ‘considered that it was uawise to allow the teutinctes obs 
Boundary Commission of which a French officer was a member. ‘The presence of 
French officer was tantamount to the recognition by the Ottoman Government of the 
French Protectorate over ‘Tunis. Scconily, Said Pasha considered that it wos 






‘unadvisable to continue the work of delimitation, when the views of the ty 
parties were so widely divergent, and there was s0 little Phaathaneiviey 
Etciod. Tadeod, the claims of tho Tunlsiany, or rather of their Bross eet 


‘seemed to increase rather than moderate as the negotiations proceed reore 
Sublime Porto had not found, on the part of the Erench ahaa carl fiona aoe 
to push matters ou, and Said Pasha appeared to be of opinion that the Ottemme 
Government could with safety abstain from moving further in the matter. 

His Excellency further intimated that procrastination and delay would bo to the 
advantage of the Government, who might, in the meantime, take somo 


‘measures for strengthening their hold on the districts, to which thoy considered themm- 
T have, &o, 


(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 





No. 53. 

Gonsul-General Drummond Hey to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 16.) 
Sty te epee! Tunis, October 10, 1898. 
rh amy craton a Tani i oelaaplod a ies oes te 
vith he eee 10 place the troops under the command of a General of Division 
iS on res a hares . = south of the Regeney 
suspension of the negotiations for the delimitation of theta penlatier tae 


French posts have been advanced tothe contested toritories at Dhiba and in proximity 





Chavo, &o. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY, 





No. 4. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Barl of Rosebery—(Received. October 28,) 


(No. 38, 
Sty ton i 
o Tunis, October 8. 
to innit taerenee to my despatch No. 36 of th 29th eptember, Ihave the honour 
{o inform your Loriship that 1 was invited by General Ia Clere, commanding the 
Zunisian Brigade, to witness the mancuvres as his guest, but was unable to spare the 
jme for an absence of several days. | When, however, tho troops approached to. a 
freee 3 Card from Tunis, on the 14th instant, for the review of the 
fa jek vantage of the invitation, and rode out to the camp at 
General, who was quartered at tho residence of the Distr is 
begged me to remain for the review, and placed his tent at mj Pheeio clamor 
piv ‘were encamped on the western side of the village, on the banks of the 
River Medjerda, and were resting for the day. |‘The whole camp was decorated with 
French and Russian flags, the tents of the 4th Tiraillears being especially eonspicuots 
Trifathe mised colours erosed orer every tent. Considering tha the greater portion 
n is composed of native Mussulmans, the Muscovite 
le pap age se ans, the demonstration in 
wi Steed now staongat the native clanes of the i 
1 Franco-Rusian alliance has been formed for the purpose of making ful eae 
















































ican is cial 

























0 


in North Africa, when Tripoli would fall to the share of Russia. It is strange how 
‘much reports, however unfounded they may be, are capable of penetrating far into the 
Talore’ ond of faking frm root amongst the Arab tribes, 

‘The majority of Frenchmen undoubtediy believe that the natives are deeply 
impressed by the recent Franco-Russian demonstrations, but they appear to havo 
overlooked the fact that the Mussulmans throughout North Africa are always faithful 
in their adherence to the Caliph-el-Islam, their spiritual head, by whom they would 
bo inevitably guided as to their attitude in the event of conflagration in the 
‘Mediterranean. 

T was informed that the manoouvres had been most successful from every point of 
view; the native marching regiments had carried off the palm for endurance and 
activity; the mounted artillery had also distinguished itself over a rough and hilly 








country. 

‘On visiting the ground selected for the final review of the troops, I observed that 
there was every preparation for further demonstrations. Russian flags predominated 
to such an extent in front of the tribune that the French colours were eclipsed. Under 
these circumstances, and as the review was to be followed by a luncheon attended 
exclusively by Fronch officers and civilians, where my presence might have been 





embarrassing, I found a reasonable excuse to leave for Tunis before the review took 
place. 


Thave, &¢. 
(Signed) BR. DRUMMOND HAY. 





No. 53. 


(Received October 30) 








Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Kort of Rosebery. 


(No. 39.) 
‘My Lord, ‘Tunis, October 21, 1893. 
2 of the Sr July, and to your Lords 


ons on the subject of the Mining 











I reference to my despatch N: 
28th “July, with 














T succeeded in obtaining the inclosed extract of M. Rouvicr's reply, in which he 
informed M. Remy that the “Tunisian Civil and Criminal Code, promulgated in 1800, 
was cancelled by a Decres of the 22nd Kanda, 1280 (1863), whereby the pre-existing 
Laws and Regulations were re-established,” and, after ‘pointing out that “the 
Furopeans in ‘Tunis had raised objections to the Code, and. had refused to submit 
to the jurisdiction of the new Tribunals,” M. Rouvier added that, ‘according to the 
highest legal opinion of Mussulman lawyers belonging to the Malekite rite, the tenure 
of Jand does not carry with it a right to the mines contained in the so 

In consequence of these statements, I referred to Sir Richard Wood's corre- 
spondence with the Foreign Office and’ with the ‘Tunisian Government in 186% 
Tegarding the incidents of the Tunisian revolution of that year, and the attempts of the 
French Agent, M. de Beauval, to compel the Bey to abrogate the Organic Laws of the 
Regercy, and thus to bring about a disavowal of the most important stipulations of the 
Convention with Great Britain of 1863. 

‘These demands were firmly opposed by the Bey, but on the occasion of the 
submission of the revolted tribes he went so far as to temporarily suspend the new 


Laws. 

‘in his despatch No. 17 of the 27th April, 1864, Sir Richard Wood transmitted to 
Barl Russell a translation of the Bey’s Edict on the subject, dated 16th Kanda, 1280. 
Tt is probable, as no mention was made of any other Beylical Decree relative to the 
Onganic Laws, that this is the document referred to in M. Rouvier’s note to the 
Austrian Consul-General. 

‘There is only a slight discrepancy in the day of the month, and I have ascertained. 
Deyond doubt that the year should be 1864, and not 1863, as noted by M. Rouvier 
in parenthesis, 
















































‘Owing to the incessant pressure t to bear ‘French 
Agent, with the object of overthrowing tho Constitution, Br Richard atteessel s 
farther note to the Bey on the 2nd May “certain reserves" as to the 


temporar 0 fe Laws, and pot 
tho priviloges acquized by Great Brliain in’ vistoe et the Ooerentios cei aot 
property were besed upon the maintenance of those laws, He therefore urgently 
Fest he Deyn aie «wheter the “Andel Aman” cuted in foc nal i 
eanated from it, wa ol a tenpernry meas! eee ee 
in his despatch No, 89 of the 19th August, 1864, Sir Richard 

had Loaogs ee the Bey on the subject, Be) had patil eyreg fee 
‘Assurances, I, e it 

asearance, in rp, that the Lord .wa would continue to be respected and main- 








success, 
od. 
T happened lately to mect Sir Richard Wood, who was h isit 
mare tes priest! Tote mam sett tal 
20 Beylical Decree had been issued during his time abrogating the Tunisian Com 
tion or any of its Jaws, but that they had teen “tem poratly suspended during the 
revolution.’ " He had & perfect recollection of the Tmhaing lee from tho and 
expreued his fears that it may have been unlawfully extracted from the archives, as 
rench wero greatly exasperated at the time by their unsuccessful endeavours to 
overthrow the Organic Laws of the Regency, which are the foundation of the privilo 
sequired by Beith subject under the Convention of 1868. she 
¢ opinion of the Muftis respecting the proprietorship of 
ws gui rh i fit cau nett nim, 
on the subject, the Tunisian Government is bound in tho abvenee of any agreement 
to the contrary, to respect the privileges accorded to British subjects by Avtilo X VEL 
gf the Convention of 1863, which stipulates that the right of ritish subjects to hold 
immovable property is derived from the enactments founded upon the Organic Law, 
Lu cel aban aries (ohare ‘88 4 greater security for the due performance of 
he return of M. Rouvier to Tunis is daily expected, but I shall 
suidressing him on this subject watilT aun acquainted With the pro bapechiioe 
re tof which a translation will be found in the archives of the Foreign 

















__ Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosure in No. 55. 
‘M. Rowvier to M. Remy. 
op) [Undated] 


. . . . 
= « « + Que le Code Tunisien auquel vous vous référes promulgué (1860) 
xia regu qu'un commencement d’exéoution et a 6t6 ohare 
#2 Khands, 1280 (1863), qui remettait la Régence sous le ngime des coutumes ot das 
pond Soe n ites. Gvénements qu’ont motivé ce retrait ont eu assez de ralentisse- 
ioe n'svoir pas passé inapercus, et les Européens paraissent d’autant moins 
onde A Invogue le bindtes cette Loi do 1277, qu'au moment do sa Promulgation 
“pao = 'y soumettre et d'accepter les juridictions des 

M 
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Dautre Ja loi Musulmane (rite Malekite) décide, d's Jes plus savants 
ERs tie ghrp ander py penane aed set f 


mines qu'il renferme, 


No. 56, 
Admiralty to Forcign Office —(Received November 4.) 


(Gontaential) 
J Admiralty, November 3, 1898. 

TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the decypher of a telegram, 
dated this day, from the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, and to inquire 
what anewer chould be sent to Admiral Sir M. Culme Seymour. 

am, &e, 
(Signed) " EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No, 56, 
Admiral Sir M, Culme-Seymour to Admiralty. 


phic.) Gibraltar, November 3, 1893. 

‘view of the recent visit to Toulon, would there be at present any objection to 
my sending Her Majesty's ship “Hawke” on a cruize along north coast of Africa, 
visiting ports at which there aro British Consular officers in Algeria and Tunis ? 
‘They have not been visited since September 1892. 


No. 57. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


lential. 

eee ) Foreign Ofice, November 8, 1893. 

IN reply to ye! Confidential letter of tho Srd instant, Tam directed by the 
Barl of Rosebery’ to request that you will inform the Lonls Commissioners of the 
‘Admiralty that his Lordship does not consider that there is any present necessity for 
the visit of ono of Her Majesty's ships to the North African coast, so far as Consular 
interests are concerned. Dey 

His Lordship would suggest that Admiral Sir Mf. Culme-Soymour should be 
instructed not to send the “ Hawke” at present. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 





No. 58. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Barl of Rosebery.—(Received November 10.) 


My tec, Tunis, November 6, 1898. 
‘SINCE the death of Cardinal Lavigerie, nogotiations have been proceeding between 
France and the Vatican relative to the nomination of his successor to the See of 


is that an Agreement has been concluded whereby the eccle- 
Gee tiate ce tacts oi bs permet by the Prpoyanda, sod sokfpoted Gr ts 
‘immediate jurisdiction of the Pope. b : 

‘The Archbishop will in future be nominated by the French Government, subject 
to the approval of the Holy See. 


ishop of Constantine, who, it is 
nd Primate of Africa, He will 


Foreign Offce to Consul-General Drummond Hay. 


fo. 11) 
ge Foreign Office, November 15, 1893, 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to acknowledge the receipt’ of your 
despatch No. 39 of tho 21st ultimo in regard to the Mining Regulations which were 
instituted in May last for the Regency of Tunis, 

Xe would appear that both the original and translation of the letter addressed by 
the Bey to Mr. Wood on the Sth August, 1864, respecting Organic Laws, are missing 
from your archives, and I am therefore to incloso a copy of the latter, for your 
information and guidance. 

Lam, however, to point out that the loss of these pay 
the preservation of confidential papers in the Consulate-General, 

His Lordship directs me, accordingly, to inclose « copy of a Circular despatch 
which was addressed to Her Majesty's Representatives abroad in December last, and to 
instruct you to furnish him with a statement showing what steps arw taken by you 
‘with a view to preserve any such papers that may be in your possession, and who is 
responsible for their safe custody. 

Tam, &. 


(Signed) P, CURRIE. 


\dicates much Iaxity in 





No. 60. 
Sir Clare Ford to the Karl of Rosebery.—( Received November 20.) 


No. 512.) 
iy Loni, Constantinople, November 8, 1893, 

T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch 
which reached me on the 81st ultimo from Her Majesty's Consul-General nt 'Teipoli, 
in Barbary, respecting French military movements on the disputed. Tunis-Teipoll 

tier. 

In reply to further inquiries which I made of the Consul-General, T received 
telegram from him yesterday, of which I bog to inclose a copy. 

Count Collobiano, the Italian Ambassador here, informs me that ho has received a 
telegram from the Italian Consul at ‘Tripoli, in which the latter states that lhe has no 
Knowledge of « movement of French troops to the frontier, but that he has heard it 
said that an augmentation of the French force is announced to take place this month, 
‘and that the number of the Turkish troops has been increased. 

My Italian colleague hias been good enough to show mo a map he has showin 
tho frontier in dispute, and I have had a copy taken of it, as I thought it. wo 
interest your Londship to sco it, 

Thave, &o, 
(Signed) "FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 60, 
Consul-General Moore to Sir Clare Ford. 
Sir, ‘Tripoli, October 20, 1803, 
I HAVE the honour to state that it is reported on good authority that the 


French Brigade of Occupation in Tunisia is shortl; to be mised to th 
a division, = s enema ce 





LS EY | 





“4 


and confirmed arriving 
aed forward thei advanced: Posts 
he territory in dnpate Between them and the Turks as to 
yvemont, the Turks, on their side, have been quietly 
‘own outposts on the frontier by dispatching thither small 
troops from the Tripoli garrison. See 
still ing at 


sent in. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 60, 
Consul-General Moore to Sir Clare Ford. 


(Telegraphic.) ‘Tripoli, November 6, 1893, 
eosin ‘becelleney's telegram of Sth, 
No further positive information has reached here or is obtainable by mo. 


Governor.Goneral contradicts entry of French troops, but says French gondarmes 
Ihave entered disputed territory, and are driving out inhabitants who do not acknowledge 
themselves ‘Tunisian subjects, confiscating their cattle and giving their lands to 
Tunisian settlers, This is probably origin of previous report, 





No. 61. 
Consul-General Drummond-Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 21.) 


fo, 4.) 
iy Lord, ~ Tunis, November 12, 1898. 

‘A DANISH officer of my acquaintance, whom I bad assisted with letters of 
Introduction to visit the Berber ‘Troglodite tribes in tho south of the Regency for 
ethnographical researches, informed mo on his return to Tunis that two French officers, 
Lieutenant Dumas, of tho 4th Spahis Rogiment, and Lieutenant Cazemajou, of tho 
Engineers, attempted, in the month of February last, a ride from the military station 
of Tutahouin to Ghadames, accompanied only by one guide, 

‘After undergoing many hardships they accomplished the journey, without 
opposition, arriving in safety at a Marabout in the neighbourhood of the city. 

The news of the appearance of two Europeans, suspected to be French officers, 

‘rapidly amongst the natives, and on the following day, when the officers 
ted themcelves at the gates of Ghadames, they wore refused admittance, and 
summarily expolled from the district. 

They had then to retreat by a circuitous route, fearing treachery on the part of 
tthe tribes who might be in leaguo with the inhabitants of Ghadames. 

‘During my journey in the south last winter I met Lieutenant Dumas, who was 

ed out na & distinguished officer on account of his riding feats in North Africa, 

fe then mentioned to me, in conversation, that it was his intention to travel into the 
interior of Algeria, visiting the Onses of Touggourt and Wad Souf. 

‘The endeavours of the French in Tunis to catablish direct relations with the people 
‘of Ghadames, and to gain over the Tusreg tribes by opening up markets on the frontier 
tations, have been hitherto fruitless, and their prospects of success appear to be very 
remote, 

Lhave, 


be, 
(Signed) '” R, DRUMMOND-HAY. 





oo 
No. 62. 
‘The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 


.)_P. ; 
POLIT fronticr : Herein Offer, November 31, 1868. 
Is anything sbout this knows at the Ponte? ot tes ana 


0. 91.) 





No. 63. 
Admiralty to Forcign Office —(Received November 28.) 


eS letter of the 8th instant 
of war to Consular ports 
the ned by my Lords Comn : 
perasal of the Secretas ; 
Sommanderin-chiet i Jeter from 
reasons for being anxious that ono of He ty’ Wey 
esti oh Her Majesty's ships shoul yar 
Fequesting to be informed as soon as itis considered that suche via my bom 
Tam, &. 4 
(Signed) "EVAN MACGREGOR. 


ee ee eel 
Inclosuro in No. 63, 


Admiral Sir M. Culme-Seymour to Admiralty, 


{Contidentiat) 
ir, 


" “ Sane Parcil,” 
WITH reference t of ths Ott tawrech rae 
Sth enn nie oz letter of the Sh instant and Por 
necessity for the Consular 


stations Be which, i is esontial for to know, 

1892, and her report was of very perm SE eee 
lofig a time is allowed to elapse without a visit taking place, it at 

sit the Consi id T should 

iP» not necessarily a 

&. 

M. CULME-SEYMOUR. 





Sir Clare Ford to the Bart of Rosebery—(Reccie 
ae of Rosebery.—(Reeeived November 2.) 


2, Constantinople, November 24, 1893, 7°80 at, 


tion Fees 


ji Biban had been made 
in that portion of the 





No. 65. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Foreign Office, November 27, 1893. 
ply fo got eter marking urfiatia) of tho St inate, Tam directed by 
the Earl of Rosebery to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
‘Admiralty, that he sees no objection to a visit of British man-of-war to the coasts 
of Tunis and Algeria for the specified, whenever it may be convenient for the 
‘Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean to send one. 
Tam, &e. 


(Signed) P. CURRIE. 





No. 66, 
Sir Clare Ford to the Karl of Rosebery —(Received December 4.) 


(No. 545.) 
Ton, Constantinople, November %, 1898. 
WITH reference to your Lonship's telegram No. 91 of the 21st instant, I Lave 

the honour to inform your Lordship that the Foreign Minister stated to me yesterday 

that the Tunis-Tripoli Delimitation question was in statu quo ; that a Commission bad 

‘been appointed Inst spring to examine the question, and to propose a settlement on the 

following basis, viz», lands which had hitherto paid the tithe to the ‘Tripoli authorities 

wero to bo considered ax forming integral parts of that vilayet, and those lands which 
had hitherto paid the tithe to the Tunisian Government were to remain Tunisian. 

‘The Commission, however, had failed to come to any definite arrangement, and 
had been broken up. 

His Excellency went on to say that the ‘Turkish Government had since that time 
increased its forces in the Vilayet of Tripoli, and that a forward movement had been 
mado by the Turkish troops in the direction of the disputed frontior. 

‘His Bxcollency concluded the conversation by saying that the policy to be pursued 
under present, ircumstanone by the Government would be to preserve and protect 
what they considered to belong to them actually, and not to cede any territory; at the 
same timo, there was no natural frontier of any'kind, such as rivers, mountains, and 
valleys, which fact considerably added to the dieulties of the situation, 

: T have, &e, 
(Signed) " FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


No. 67. 
Consul-General Drummond Hey to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 8.) 


Myton 
iy Lord, Tunis, December 4, 1898. 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith’ an extract from the 
+ Journal Offciel Tunisien ” of the Ist insiant,* comaining a Beylical Decree, dated the 
Ast November last, establishing a reduction in’ the taxes for transactions relating to real 
property in the Regency. F 

By this new Law the former “ Karrouba" tax has been reduced from 6 per cent. to 
4 por cent. 


Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) R, DRUMMOND HAY. 











a 


No. 68. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Barl of Rosebery —(Receieed December 11.) 


go: 
ee “ 
a Tunis, December 
No, FAYE tit honour to acknowledge the receipt of yout Lordship Fiend 
fo. 11 of the 10th ultimo, transmitting to me, for my information and. guidate, a 
St fhe amino of the mining llc advo by the Bey to Mr. Wood, on 
spect ganic Laws, together with a copy of a Circular 
despatch which was addressed to Her Majesty’ ‘ By ts Dota 
h : fer Majesty's Representatives abroad i 
haat on the iject of ‘printed Confidential papers, and instructing py peng 
ip with a, watement showing what stops aro taken by me. with view to 
preserve cares Papers that may be in my possessson, and’ who is responsible for 
I beg to stato that the archives of this Consulato-Ger i 
vai sa % of thi Consulato-General, which date from tho 
‘oad et ae sen ome lock and key in walnut-wood presses in a room. 
Tho keys of those archives, and of a press containing the current Pe 
be ifidential correspondence, have always been, and are still, in ne vole sacral 
being no person in the office to whom their guardianship could ‘bo safely inktusted, 
and I have no reason to believe that a singlo paper has fallen into improper hand 
since [ assumed the charge of this post. ee 
T have, &o, 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 








